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 Why do I believe in the risen Lord? Not because I have 

seen him, but because others have told me about him. My       

parents, teachers, friends, as well as preachers, speakers, and 

writers have told me about him. Because of their witness, in 

word and in action, I believe. 

 How important it is for us proclaim the resurrection of   

Jesus! We talk about church conflicts and problems, the struggles 

of being faithful in an increasingly secular and indifferent soci-

ety. But a simple direct announcement of the resurrection of    

Jesus Christ is heard too infrequently, except in pulpits and other 

“safe” places. But just as our love for others grows cold when we 

no longer speak words of love to them, so our faith in the risen 

Christ gradually fades if we remain silent about him. 

 We have to keep saying to each other “The Lord is risen, 

risen indeed.” It is not enough to say that once or twice on Easter. 

We need to say it to each other constantly so that our faith in the 

risen Christ can be kept alive and we can live that faith always 

more deeply. 

 So what I received I say now again to you: “The Lord is 

risen, risen indeed!” 

 

Peace! 

Vince 

  

Sunday 

 Contemporary 

Worship 
 9am in Harvin Hall 

Children's Worship 3rd Floor 

Sunday School 10 am 

 

Traditional Worship  
 11am in Sanctuary 

Children's Worship 3rd Floor 

 

 Holy Week Schedule        

see page 7 for details 

 

Taizé  

April 7 & 14 @ 7:30 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

Sweep over me, Lord  

And brush out my sin!  

Replace it with faith,  

And live here within.  

Amen.  

 
Peggy Ferrell                        

from Prayers and Poems  

April 17 

Combined Worship 

10am in the sanctuary 
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2137 Hendricks Avenue 
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Church Office:  (904) 396-0567 

Fax:  (904) 393-9027 

Visit: www.sjaxpc.org 

 

The Scroll is published monthly for 

church members and friends.  

Periodical postage paid at 

 Jacksonville, FL. 

 

 

If you have articles for the Newsletter, for 

your convenience, you can email articles to 

alice.mickles@sjaxpc.org.  or  fax  to  

904-393-9027. Please  include your   name 

when submitting an article. Articles may 

be edited for content and length. 

 

The deadline for the 

May  Scroll is  

Wednesday, April 20th. 

  Mission and Outreach Committee Update 

 

 

 

Your session is pleased to report that for 2011 we are once again 

able to fully fund the Mission and  Outreach Committee budget 

with 10% of pledges! Thanks to all of you who continue to support 

the good work of South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church and the 

many outreach programs we support: 

 

UCOM 

United Community Outreach Ministry – Providing emergency 

food, financial aid, Meals on Wheels, etc. to Southside residents. 

 

DESC  
Downtown Ecumenical Services Council   Providing Jacksonville 

residents with emergency food and financial aid. 

 

Pastoral Counseling Center  
 Headed by our own Dr. Lou Lothman, Pastoral Counseling Center 

provides individual and family counseling from a Christian per-

spective. 

 

I M Sulzbacher Center 

SJPC provides a monthly meal to residents and guests of this 

downtown Jacksonville shelter. 

 

The Sanctuary on 8th Street  
Ministering to the youth of Springfield with after school and sum-

mer programs aimed at getting “at risk” youth a better start on a 

productive future. 

 

Montgomery Presbyterian Center                                                  
The St Augustine Presbytery’s retreat and conference center     

provides summer camps, and year round spiritual retreats for the 

residents of North Florida. This year, thanks to the generous gifts 

of our congregation and other Saints who have now passed on, we 

will also be able to provide sponsorship of SJPC families in the 

Solace for the Children program, sponsorships for SJPC members 

to participate in the Presbytery Mutual Mission Medical trip to  

Jamaica, SJPC participation in ICARE, and many more worth-

while programs. 

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me.               

Matthew 25:40 
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01 Katie Waggoner-Eliopulos 

02 Todd Johnson 

03 Daniel Cheatwood 

03 Louise Bernard 

04 Richard Poland 

05 Louise McCreight 

07 Carter Morgan 

07 Sally Mayhew 

08 Morgan Thee Griffing 

08 Stephanie Browning 

09 Margaret Scheele 

10 Polly Kodatt 

11 Holly Allen 

11 Kelly Slay 

11 Bill Kemp 

12 Charles Coates 

13 Don Lunda 

13 Jim Campbell 

13 Bill Guthrie 

13 Vernon Janes 

13 Nancy Jo Callahan-Cason 

14 Kenneth Dufford 

15 John King 

16 Jeff Ellis 

17 Michael Jones 

18 Jo Guthrie 

18 Mitch Turknett 

20 Bob Howell 

20 David Crouch 

20 Martha Sawyer 

20 Betty Dempster 

22 Kelly Kenning-Smith 

22 Penny Jenkins 

22 Will Mathews 

22 Tom Sawyer 

22 Sharon Palmer 

24 Janet Lanier 

24 Kristina Marino 

24 Kelly Ranney 

25 Margaret Browning 

25 Janet Stringer 

26 Jakob Middleton 

26 Peggy Sawyer 

28 William Coker 

29 Judy Breitmoser 

29 Tucker Mullens 

29 Jan Isbell 

29 David Ragsdale 

30 Grace Houser 

30 Norma Slater 

30 Tracee Dunkley 

30 Mason King 

 

 

 

 

We thank God for you! 
If your birthday is not correct or if it is not 

listed, please contact the church office so 

that we can update our  records. 

FEBRUARY 

      

 Actual Budget Actual Budget  

Pledges $ 40,117 $ 46,900 $ 150,777 $ 143,045  

Other Income $ 12,133 $8,577 $21,990 $ 16,455  

Expenses $ 62,306 $ 64,916 $ 122,375 $ 130,381  

Surplus/(Deficit) ($ 10,056) ($ 9,439) $ 50,392 $ 29,119  

MONTHLY 

YTD 

  

 

 

 

 

There have been a significant amount of no shows 

that we have paid for. If you are not sure you are  

going to make it to dinner it would be more cost  

effective to the church to be added as a walk-in. 

Please be a good steward and cancel reservations for 

dinner on by Mondays. All meals are paid for by the 

church ahead of time.  

 

Thank you for your understanding.  

The office staff 

Happy Birthday 

 

       

 

 

 

                   

 

The Prayer Chain consists of (12) church members 

who are willing to be called upon for specific prayers 

or for a emergency situation. As implied, it is a chain. 

Confidentiality will be maintained if that is a concern. 

The request may begin by calling  Sue Davis @       

636-0393  or Kathleen Herbertson @ 287-2655. If you 

have questions about the prayer chain and how it 

works, please feel free to contact us. 
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 Ten at 10 
Ten weeks at 10:00 

Survey Results and Response 
Last Summer, from July 4th through Sunday, September 5th (Labor Day Weekend) SJPC had only one worship service.  
For 10 weeks we experimented with different forms of worship in different locations.  At the conclusion of Ten at 
10 a survey was made available.  

With over 82% of the survey responders having attended at least half of the services, the results of the sur-
vey were overwhelmingly positive.  And the Worship Committee, in conjunction with the Session, has taken 
the results of the survey to heart. 

With 95% of the survey responders enjoying worshipping as one congregation and thinking that “Ten at 10” 
should be repeated, and 85% liking the time change, the Session has voted to repeat the experience.  This 
Summer, from Sunday, July 3rd through Sunday, September 4th (Labor Day Weekend), we will again have 
only one worship service at 10:00.  And since several of you commented that you would like to know in ad-
vance where the services will take place, we will hold ALL of the services in the Sanctuary.   

Since 95% of the responders to the survey liked the service, and since there were no negative comments, we 
are again in communication with Woodlawn Presbyterian Church to have the Pulpit/Choir Exchange.  For 
those of you who don’t remember, this service is where our pastor, praise team, and choir went to       
Woodlawn, and theirs came here.  Comments about this service included:  “Terrific!” “Wow!” “Diversity at its 
best!” “Good to meet and know other Presbyterians.” “Wonderful music! Moving sermon.” “My personal fa-
vorite of all services - Wish that windows could have been opened to share music with everyone outside.” 

82% of you liked the variety and 74% thought that the variety should be repeated.  Although plans are still 
tentative, we will have a variety of services including a repeat of the traditional service with musical liturgy 
and popular hymns, a repeat of the expanded contemporary service, and the introduction of a “Blue Grass 
Gospel” Sunday and a Youth Sunday. 

For the many individuals who commented that they wished that they had known about the “Ten at 10”    
Worship Services ahead of time, here is your first notice.  Come and see what all the fuss is about.    

Greg McMillan, Chairman of the Worship Committee  
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The fourth in our series of articles comes from Michael Dell.  

Why Do We Worship? 
When asked to contribute an article for this thought-provoking series, I felt compelled to begin my prepa-
ration by reviewing materials acquired and ideas shaped while an organ student many years ago at Stetson 
University, and subsequently at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in my early training for a life 
vocation and calling to be a Minister of Music. It was in these hallowed halls of academia that I gleaned 
much of the theological framework that still informs my life’s work today, despite substantive developments 
and refinements in my outlook and experience of God in these intervening decades. I learned that 
“worship” is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word weorthscipe, denoting one worthy of reverence and honor.  
I also encountered the fascinating insights of a major professor, Dr. Bruce Leafblad, who offered this defi-
nition: “Worship is communion with God in which believers, by grace, center their mind’s attention and 
their heart’s affection on the Lord himself, humbly glorify God in response to His greatness and His Word.”  
I also learned that “liturgy” derives from the Greek word leitourgia, literally denoting the work of the peo-
ple.  In other words, by its very nature, worship is participatory.   I was stirred by learning of German  
theologian Rudolph Otto’s influential classic, Das Heilige (1917; translated into English as The Idea of the 
Holy, 1923).  Numinous is an English adjective describing the power or presence of a divinity.  Otto essen-
tially wrote about the numinous experience as having two aspects: mysterium tremendum, which is the 
tendency to invoke fear and trembling; and fascinans, the tendency to attract, fascinate and compel.  In 
other words, we feel drawn into worshipping the very God who is capable of evoking a powerful sense of 
awe and “otherness”.  Christian author Annie Dillard wryly expresses it this way: Liturgy consists of “certain 
words which people have successfully addressed to God without their being killed.”  Indeed, encountering 
the Divine is powerful stuff! 

Please forgive my ramblings from the classroom!  As I stated, I believe that these authors and concepts 
have greatly informed my own journey in worship leadership throughout these many years since seminary.  
The majestic and ethereal sounds of a wonderful pipe organ evoke in me that sense of God’s Holiness, or 
“otherness”, as expressed in the call of the prophet Isaiah, recounted in Isaiah 6 (mysterium tremendum).  
On the other hand, I am also drawn to experience God’s immanence (fascinans), often through experi-
ences in more contemporary-styled worship.  My passion for worship itself is perhaps only rivaled by my 
passion for planning worship.  I experience this as a great opportunity to pull together not only resources 
capable of “comforting the afflicted”, but also have delighted to find other resources steered more toward 
“afflicting the comfortable”!  Though meant partially in jest, I think that experiences of worship can, at one 
time, soothe the troubled soul, and, at other times, challenge the complacent spirit.  The greatest disap-
pointment to be potentially experienced in any “act of worship” is to be left somehow utterly unchanged or 
unmoved.  Indeed, at its lowest ebb, such acts can be revealed to be merely empty posturing, or a vain 
attempt to seem other than we really are.  However, at its loftiest moments, worship can be utterly trans-
formative, transporting us to a place outside of our own narrow world, where we more fully engage with 
the presence of God, revealed in each other, as our vulnerability leads us toward greater hope and whole-
ness. I truly believe that this difference in outcome has nothing to do with style (i.e., traditional versus 
contemporary), but, rather, the degree to which we are able to become “lost in wonder, love and praise”, 
that is, to be fully engaged. To be thus involved can lead us to experience, as in the story of Nicodemus 
preached about by Vince recently, the difference between merely believing and believing in.  When the 
symbols, stories and songs of worship truly “draw us in”, we can then perhaps understand the sense of 
transformation expressed in these words from T.S. Elliot’s Little Gidding: 

 

 

Continued on page 6 



6 

Michael Dell:  “Why do we Worship?” continued    

 

We shall not cease from exploring  

And the end of all our exploring  

Will be to arrive where we started  

And know the place for the first time.  

 

Indeed, may the worship opportunities this Lenten season, as we approach this Eastertide, move us (in 
the words of the great English hymn writer, Fred Pratt Green) “to a more profound Alleluia!” 

I clumsily expressed this hope in a hymn text which I wrote during my first year of seminary for a    
hymnology course, which was subsequently published in The Baptist Hymnal (1991), set to the Robert 
Schumann tune, CANONBURY (“Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak”).  Although I might change a few 
words here and there at this point in my theological journey, the guiding sentiment remains in tact and 
relevant to this theme: 

 

Eternal God, may we be free  

From false pretense and foolish pride;  

Help us Your perfect will to see,  

And cast unworthy thoughts aside.  

 
From Worship that is insincere,  

With shallow works and thoughtless prayer,  

May we be free, Your voice to hear,  

And then respond with newfound care.  

 
O God our Father, we confess  

An unconcern for those in need;  

Break through our sinful selfishness,  

And reign as Lord of word and deed.  

 
Renew our lives that they may be  

Alive and vibrant to Your call,  

With ears to hear and eyes to see  

New ways to crown You Lord of all.    

 

Michael Dell 
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Holy Week Holy Week   

Palm Sunday:Palm Sunday:     One Service at 11:00 AM in the SanctuaryOne Service at 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary  

Palm Sunday's music welcomes Christ triumphantly with the combined sounds of the Cherub, Children's, 
Praise Team and Chancel Choirs in a joyful "Hosanna" setting from the Moravian Liturgy, antiphonally 
arranged by Bishop Christian Gregor in 1783.  The Praise Team will offer additional selections and the 
Chancel Choir will present a recent anthem, "Hosanna to the Living Lord", by Robert Lau, featuring our 
own Charlie Eddins (a former student of Lau's) on trumpet.  Our annual Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic will 
be held following the service at Whatley Park.   

Maundy Thursday:Maundy Thursday:       7:30 PM7:30 PM in the Sanctuary  

This year, our Maundy Thursday service will be a departure from the Maundy Thursday services of the 
past few years. More contemplative in nature, the service will offer readings, prayers, communion, and 
the opportunity to engage in foot-washing as an option for those wishing to experience the ritual which 
Jesus embraced on the last night with his disciples. 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service:Good Friday Tenebrae Service:   7:30 PM in the Sanctuary7:30 PM in the Sanctuary  

The Service of Tenebrae follows a tradition of the church dating back to the eight century.  From Latin, 
the word Tenebrae means “darkness” and commemorates the final hours of our Lord’s life on earth, as 
he suffered death upon the cross.  As the candles are extinguished, they symbolize the fading loyalty of 
the disciples and friends of Jesus.  The gradual darkening of the church portrays the diminishing light of 
the world as Christ was departing from it.  This years Tenebrae Service, written by Hal Hopson, will fea-
ture readings and musical responses. Guest symphony oboist, Tony Kamnikar, will accompany the Chan-
cel Choir along with organ. 

Easter Sunday:Easter Sunday:  Two Services, 9:00 AM and 11:00 AMTwo Services, 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM  

9:00 in Harvin Hall:9:00 in Harvin Hall:    Celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ singing some of the new music you hear on 
Christian radio! Our contemporary service offers a more informal, intimate setting to celebrate Easter.  

  

11:00 in the Sanctuary11:00 in the Sanctuary::      We celebrate the Resurrection on Easter with glorious combined sounds of the 

Chancel Bells, Brass Quintet, Organ, and Chancel Choir.  Along with instrumental voluntaries, the Chancel 
Choir and soloist, accompanied by brass and organ, will present one of John Rutter's most recently-
composed anthems, "Most Glorious Lord of Life", a regal treatment of a 15th century text, culminating in 
full congregational participation in one verse of the hymn, "The Day of Resurrection".  Per long-standing 
custom here at South Jax, the congregation will be encouraged at the close of the service to join the 
Choir in Handel's immortal classic from Messiah, "Hallelujah". 
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7Ï×Ȧ )ÔȭÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÇÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÕÎ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ 3*00Ȣ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ ÃÁÍÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÓÉØ 
sessions this year. Camp is available to children ages 1 through children who have completed kindergarten. Each session is $75. 
You do not have to be a SJPP student to attend. Everyone is welcome! The dates are as follows:  
 
Session One - Beach Week   June 14, 15, 16  

Session Two -  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÇÏ #ÁÍÐÉÎÇ 7ÅÅË   June 21, 22, 23 

Please note:   No camp the week of June 27 ɀ July 1: SJPC VBS will be in progress 

Session Three ɀ All American/Patriotic Week July 5, 6, 7 

Session Four ɀ   Exploring the Arts Week   July 12, 13, 14 
 
Session Five ɀ   Sports Week   July 19, 20, 21 
 
Session Six -  Earth Week   July 26, 27, 28 
 
You may sign up for one session or as many as you like. There is no registration fee. However, you must pay for sessions at the 
time you register to secure your spot. Children must bring a sack lunch along with a drink; the preschool will provide a morning 
ÓÎÁÃË ÁÎÄ ÂÅÖÅÒÁÇÅȢ !ÌÓÏȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ×ÅÁÒ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏÅÓȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÓÕÎÓÃÒÅÅÎ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 
school. We do spend time outside. 
  
Remember to sign up soon. We have many children who come to our summer fun program for camp who do not attend during 
ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÙÅÁÒȢ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÇÏÔÔÅÎ ÑÕÉÔÅ Á ÆÅ× ÃÁÌÌÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÅÎÄ ÕÐ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ Á ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÌÉÓÔȟ ÓÏ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÏÕÔȦ 
#ÁÍÐ 2ÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÓË -Åȱ ÄÅÓËȢ ɉ0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÎÏÔÅ ÐÁÙÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ- we will be accepting 
Visa and MasterCard for camp payment as long as it is received by May 1st) If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at 398-3727 or via email at charlotte.mercer@sjaxpc.org. 
 
 
A huge, warm thank you to everyone who contributed to our annual preschool fundraiser, Pasta & Picasso. Our final numbers 
ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÉÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÙÅÔ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÈÁÄ ÁÎ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÅȦ  4ÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȟ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȦ 
 
 

Preschool Sunday coming soon! Mark your calendars for May 1st. Preschool families are cordially invited to join the con-
gregation of SJPC in honor and celebration of our children. 2, 3 and 4 year old students from SJPP will be sing along with Pastor 
Susan during the 11am church service. This is an important tradition that partners our wonderful little preschool with our   
founding church, bringing all families together for a blessed celebration of our children. This year will be extra special as we will 
ÂÅ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× ÐÌÁÙÇÒÏÕÎÄȟ -ÓȢ +ÉÔÔÙȭÓ 0ÌÁÙÇÒÏÕÎÄȢ 4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÎÅ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ 
beyond expectations to make this improvement to our grounds happen. 
 
 
Warmest Blessings, 
 
Charlotte  
 

 

 

Preschool News  

mailto:charlotte.mercer@sjaxpc.org


9 

 Senior Adult Ministry   
        

άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŜΤ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΦ                                                   
If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit;  

apart from me you can do nothing.  John 15:5 

              òI Know What I Sawó 
 

Join your friends at the SAMõs Luncheon April 29 at 11am. Our special guest will be                         

The Rev. Peyton Hopkins from Community Presbyterian Church. He will perform as the  

gardener in the  garden where Jesus body was placed after the  Crucifixion. Rev. Hopkins 

will tell us òI Know What I Sawó. There is a treat in store for you. You don't want to miss this!          

Make your reservations now. Or call the church office, the cost is $5.00. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family,  

Thank you! It is because of your immense support that last month’s variety show was so much fun. It amazes 

us how many of you are willing to spend your money to come watch your youth be silly for an hour and a 

half and it amazes us how many of you still have such wonderful things to say to the kids afterwards. Your 

love, support, and generosity astounds us.  And your youth also amaze us. It amazes us how silly they are 

willing to be in front of such a large crowd – not to mention the costumes they seem to enjoy wearing - but 

that’s because they know you’ll still love them and celebrate them afterwards. It amazes us how hard they are 

willing to work for three months, staying after church and coming in on weekends to practice, in order to 

present a fun and entertaining night for all. It amazes us because the reason they’re working so hard for your 

support is so they can spend a few weeks over the summer building and deepening their faith at Massanetta 

Springs and Montreat. They are working so they can learn more about what is to be Presbyterian and what it 

is to be Christian in their daily lives. What is equally astounding is that their enthusiasm is spilling over into 

the lives they touch. Their enthusiasm for making their church family proud spills over onto those younger 

kids sitting in the front row who tell us constantly they can’t wait to be a youth so they can participate in the 

show. Their enthusiasm for building their faith and strengthening their connection to the church is spilling 

over onto their friends, several of whom have joined us for our weekly gatherings and others who will travel 

with us this summer to conferences. Great things are happening and we have you to thank, so, thank you! 

  

Grace and Peace, 

Matt & Andrea Hartley 

Co-Directors of Youth 

  

Our Variety Show efforts this year raised our biggest profit yet at $2,300 but we still have $2,000 to raise to 

cover transportation and housing costs for over 20 youth and their chaperones to travel to Massanetta and 

Montreat this summer. If you haven't   already, you can still submit donations to the church office. All checks 

should be made out to SJPC and have Donation to Youth in the memo line. 

  

Mark your Calendar! 
April 9-10: Box-a-thon and Presbytery Plunge at Camp Montgomery 

April 17: LOGOS 

April 21-22: 30 Hour Famine 

April 24:  Confirmation Sunday (Easter) 

May 15: Youth Sunday 
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Get Ready for Galactic Blast Vacation Bible School 2011!  
 

This summer, we will voyage into outer space praising God. We will go on “daily missions” and see 

space like never before, all the while developing a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  

 

 

Kids entering Pre-Kindergarten and rising 5th graders,                                                                                   

put on your moon boots and join us                    

June 27 ð July 1 from 9:00 to 12:00.  
 

We are always looking for volunteers so please email Ashley Johnson ashley_ufl@yahoo.com or    

Cathy McClure scsmcclure@comcast.net if you’re interesting in helping out. Registration forms are 

available at the Ask-Me-Desk, please submit your forms by June 10th, forms will not be accepted after 

this date. 

 

 

 

 

FOOD for UCOM 

 

This monthôs requests are: 
 

 Canned Meats, Jiffy Mix, & Cereal. Also 

always needed are paper bags!  Please leave 

your items @ the Ask-Me-Desk. 

mailto:ashley_ufl@yahoo.com
mailto:scsmcclure@comcast.net
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CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

It is time for a new church directory! Portrait sessions will 

be held at the church the week of April 11-16.  To make 

an appointment for you and your family log on to: 

https://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/

southjacksonvillepresbyterianchurch/index.php?page=10 

or you may contact Alice or Gayle in the church office. 

 

Time slots are filling up quickly, so reserve your time 

ASAP!   Volunteers also needed to host/hostess during the 

photo sessions; please email Leslie Morgan if you can 

help. For questions contact Leslie Morgan @ 398-2883 or 

morganleslie@bellsouth.net  

Christian Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lenten Study continues on Wholly Wednesday’s 

April 6 and April 13.  It’s not too late to pick up your 

book at the Ask- Me- Desk.  Only $5. 

 

 

April 27 is our last Wholly Wednesday  

gathering until the fall.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for a “Beach” themed cook-out. Break out 

your shorts and flip-flops and enjoy the beautiful 

weather, some dancing in the street and fellowship with 

your church family.  

Don’t forget to make your reservations with Gayle no 

later than Monday, 4/25 or by noting it on your atten-

dance card on Easter Sunday.   

WHAT IS  THE PASTOR  READING? 

 
Everything Must Change: When the World’s Biggest Problems and Jesus’ Good News 

Collide, Brian McLaren 

 

Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived, Rob 

Bell 

 

Tending to the Holy: The Practice of the Presence of God in Ministry, Bruce & Katherine 

Epperly 
 

Are you growing as a Christian? The way to grow in Christ is to ready and study! Find  great book 

in our church library or find one of these books and have a conversation with Pastor Vince about it! 

 

Montgomery 

 Presbyterian Center 

 

Summer Camp Registration is open!  

For more information & to register:  
Pick up a brochure at the Ask -Me-Desk  or in the 

narthex, or go online to                                        

http://www.montgomerycenter.org/Summer_Camp/  

https://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/southjacksonvillepresbyterianchurch/index.php?page=10
https://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/southjacksonvillepresbyterianchurch/index.php?page=10
mailto:morganleslie@bellsouth.net
http://www.montgomerycenter.org/Summer_Camp/
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ICARE NEWS 
 

 

 

 On March 22, 390 Justice Ministry Network members from 24 churches gathered at 

Greater Grant AME Church to hear the issue cuts for this year’s Nehemiah Assembly on Monday, 

April 11, at 7PM. The issue cuts are: 

 

Homelessness:  

Problem: There are over 3,900 people homeless every night in Duval County. There are only 800 beds for the homeless 

available in Duval County.  

 

Recommended Best Practice: Miami-Dade County has drastically reduced its homeless population through the estab-

lishment of several proactive initiatives including a day time drop in center where the homeless can shower, use a phone 

or computer, pick up mail, and secure their belongings. Our issue cut will press for the establishment of just such a 

center that will not only provide      services but connect the homeless to resources that can break the cycle of 

homelessness.  

 

Crime: 

Duval County has an unacceptable rate of youth crime affecting the safety and security of many neighborhoods.  

 

Recommended Best Practices:  
Orlando, FL has implemented a Restorative Justice program in 6 high crime neighborhoods for the last 10 years, an aver-

age of 300 youth offenders participate in Neighborhood Accountability Boards annually.  The Restorative Justice        

program boasts an 85% completion rate and 9% recidivism rate for all who complete their initial contract of restitution.  

The cost for this program is approximately $3 dollars per youth offender. Our issue cut will press for the establish-

ment of a Restorative Justice program in high crime neighborhoods similar to the pilot program ICARE con-

vinced the school district to establish last year in 2 neighborhood schools. 
 

Drop Outs: 

Duval County has an unacceptable graduation rate. Only 2 out of 3 students finish high school in Duval County; only 

23% of African American males graduate from high school in Duval County.  

 

Recommended Best Practices: 

Currently, there is no effective reading curriculum in place to help the 18,000 off track students succeed. ICARE is   

exploring Direct Instruction as a curriculum to be implemented in the district for students who are one or more 

years behind grade level in reading. ICARE also understands that great curriculum is not effective if students are 

not in school. Therefore, our issue cut will press the district to employ a rapid response program that was success-

ful in Baltimore in reducing truancy and promoting at risk students to stay in school.   

 

Come to the Nehemiah Assembly on Monday, April 11, 2011 and show our elected officials that you care about these 

solutions to these problems! 

 

Come to the Nehemiah Assembly to show God you care about his call to do justice! 
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www.solaceforthechildren.org  

 

  
Sahar & the Coker family ɀ Summer 2010 

 

What is Solace for the Children?  
3ÏÌÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ɉȰ3ÏÌÁÃÅȱɊ ÉÓ Á υπρɉÃɊσ nondenomi-
national organization of volunteers committed to demon-
ÓÔÒÁÔÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÂÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÁÒÅ ÔÏ 
children in need.  Solace brings children from Afghanistan 
to the United States for treatment and respite care with 
American host families.  The medical and dental care is pro-
vided pro-bono through the local medical community.  Sol-
ÁÃÅȭÓ ÇÏÁÌ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÏ !ÆÇÈÁÎÉÓÔÁÎ 
healthier, and with an understanding of what it is to live in 
peace.  Solace was founded in 1997 in Lake Norman, NC 
and expanded in 2010, with branches in Jacksonville and 
Los Angeles. 
 

With about 50,000 citizens per physician in Afghani-
stan, most children have little or no opportunity to re-
ceive even basic healthcare.  There are no systems in 
place to support even the smallest need.  Solace cares 
specifically for these needs, with the objective of re-
storing health and hope for these children.  
 

Through Solace programs, friendships develop between 
Afghan children of differing ethnic backgrounds, host fami-
lies of differing denominations, Afghans and Americans, 
and local Christian and Muslim volunteers.  Solace believes 
that these relationships are the beginning of a foundation 
for lasting peace between Americans and Afghans, one per-
son at a time.   
 

Participant Profile: Fakhria  
Eleven-year-old Fakhria is from Kabul, one of six children 
of a loving but impoverished Muslim family.  Fakhria lived 
the first decade of her life with a serious heart defect which 
left her undersized and constantly exhausted.    
 
 
 
 

!Ô ÈÅÒ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔȟ 3ÏÌÁÃÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÈÅÒ ÔÏ *ÁÃËÓÏÎÖÉÌÌÅ 
for open-heart surgery in 2009, and again in 2010, for fol-
low-ÕÐ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎȢ  &ÁËÈÒÉÁȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÎÏ× 
functions normally and she lives in Afghanistan, as a testa-
ment to the generosity and love she experienced in Jack-
sonville. 
 

  
Fakhria     Hikmat  

 

Participant Profile: Hikmat  
In early 2010, the Solace program was discussed at a meet-
ing of tribal leaders in a remote area of Afghanistan. The 
following day, one tribal leader returned with Hikmat, a 
shy quiet girl, in need of surgery. Born with a cleft pallet, 
(ÉËÍÁÔȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÈÁÄ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÓÅÎÔ ÈÅÒ ÔÏ Á ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÉÎÇ 
country for help, but with no success.  However, through 
Solace, Hikmat was brought to Jacksonville in June 2010, 
and her extensive surgery began.  She returned home to 
Afghanistan after the 2010 program excited again about 
life.  Trust among Americans and Afghans in that remote 
area has been strengthened, opening new doors and stabi-
lizing relationships.  Hikmat will return to Jacksonville in 
summer 2011, to complete her treatment. 
 

(Ï× ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÃÁÎ ÈÅÌÐȣ 
The cost of bringing each Solace child to Jacksonville is ap-
proximately $3,000, which covers the expenses of obtain-
ing an ID, passport, Visa, round-trip airfare, and interpreter 
services.  This year, the Jacksonville branch hopes to bring 
16 Afghan children.  Monetary donations of any amount 
would be greatly appreciated.   
#ÈÅÃËÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÐÁÙÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ Ȱ3ÏÌÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȱ 
ÁÎÄ Ȱ3ÕÍÍÅÒ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍɀ*ÁØȱ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÏ 
line.  
Please send tax deductible contributions to: 
 Solace for the Children ɀJacksonville  

c/o Bryan & Sara Coker  
849 Point La Vista Road North  
Jacksonville, FL 32207  

Donations of school supplies and personal items are also 
needed, as each child will return to Afghanistan with hu-
manitarian aid packages to share with their community, 
family, or orphanage.  Finally, host families are needed to 
provide loving homes for the visiting children.  Hosting a 
child is a life-changing experience.  For more information 
regarding donations or serving as a host family, contact 
Sara Coker, the Jacksonville Summer 2011 Program Coordi-
nator, at (904) 399-8218 or sara.coker@att.net.   

http://www.solaceforthechildren.org
mailto:sara.coker@att.net
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_ASLpAp8m41A/TEB11aVB7hI/AAAAAAAAANk/PlRWKGjYRXM/s1600/Coker-SOC--1059+copy.jpg
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Easter Story Cookies (to be made the night before Easter) 
 
From the Desk of the Associate Pastor:  

 
1 cup whole pecans   Zipper baggie  

1 tsp. Vinegar     Wooden spoon 

3 egg whites     Tape 

Pinch of salt     Bible  

1 cup sugar  

 

Preheat oven to 300 degrees. This is very important. Do not wait until you are halfway done with the 

recipe! 

 

Place pecans in zipper baggie, let the children beat them with the wood spoon to break them into 

small pieces. Explain that after Jesus was arrested, the Roman soldiers beat him.  

 

Read John 19:1-3. Let each child smell the vinegar. Put 1 tsp. vinegar in the mixing bowl. Explain 

that when Jesus was thirsty on the cross, he was given vinegar to drink.  

 

Read John 10:10-11 Sprinkle a little salt into each childõs hand. Let them taste it and brush the rest 

into the bowl. Explain that this represents the salty tears shed by Jesusõ followers and the bitterness 

of our own sin.  

 

Read Luke 23:27. So far the ingredients are not very appetizing. Add 1 cup sugar. Explain that the 

sweetest part of the story is that Jesus died because He loves us. He wants us to know and belong to 

Him.  

 

Read Psalms 34:8 and John 3:16. Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12 -15 minutes until stiff peaks 

from. Explain that the color white represents the purity in Godõs eyes of those whose sins have been 

cleansed by Jesus. 

 

Read Isaiah 1:18 and John 3:1 -3. Fold in broken nuts. Drop by teaspoons onto baking stone. Explain 

that each mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesusõ body was laid. 

 

Read Matthew 27:57 -60. Put the baking stone into the oven, close the door, and TURN THE OVEN 

OFF! Give each child a piece of tape and seal the door.  

 

Read Matthew 27:65 -66. GO TO BED! Explain that they may feel sad to leave the cookies in the 

oven overnight. Jesusõ followers were in despair when the tomb was sealed. 

 

Read John 16:20 & 22. On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie. Notice the 

cracked surface and take a bite. The cookies are hollow!  

 

On the first Easter, Jesusõ followers were amazed to find the tomb open and empty.  Read 

Matthew 28:1 -9. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria, 
Susan 
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  Orders are now being taken!  

 
Look for order forms on the  

Ask-Me-Desk and in the Narthex,  

or call the office with your order,  396-0567.  Plants 

are $8.00 each. Deadline to order is April 8. 

 Honor a loved one! 

        FAMILY PICNIC & EASTER EGG HUNT 

 
 

Please join us & bring a friend April 17 (Palm Sunday) after the 11:00 am    

combined church service at Whatley Park for a family Easter Event! Bring a   

picnic lunch, chairs & blankets for your family and a dessert to share! Little ones, 

remember your Easter Baskets!  

 

 

We’ll have an age divided Egg Hunt (3& under, 4-6 & 7+). If your child will be participating please 

drop a minimum of 12 stuffed plastic eggs per child (no chocolate/melting candies) to the              

ñAsk-Me-Deskò by April 15.  

 

If you do not have children participating please consider donating some pre-stuffed eggs as we will be 

inviting non-church members in the community to join us too. We would like each child to take home a 

basket of egg! If you would like to help or have any questions, please call Pam Ellis 390-0930 or by email 

at jellis416aol.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Cross of Flowers 

 
The Cross of Flowers is a rough-hewn cross that is 

erected by the Chancel Guild in the courtyard of 

the church. 

 

Members and guests are invited to bring flowers or 

may use the flower provided to place on the cross 

as they come to worship on Easter. 

 

This cross, full of spring flowers, represents the 

new life we receive through Christ’s resurrection. 

 

 

Thanks for the phone calls, cards and prayers in the recent 

death of our twin granddaughter Ashley Lynn Cowie.        

Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.  

 

 

Love Bettie & Russell Cowie 
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South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church                                               

2137 Hendricks Avenue  

Jacksonville, Florida  32207-3389 

 

 

 

(The Scroll is a periodical of South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church published monthly) 

 6th  
Swiss Chicken (with Stuffing 

and Cheese) 

 Rice 

 Green Beans 

 Corn 

Mixed Greens Salad 

  

 

13th 
  Mediterranean Shrimp Pasta 

 *no shrimp option  

            available 

 Mixed Vegetables 

 Crostini 

 Spring Mix Salad 

 

 

27th 

Picnic Food further details to 

come. 
 

 
 
  

WHOLLY WEDNESDAY 

DINNER MENU 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought 

us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  Isaiah 53:5  


