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 The season of Lent is once again upon us. 

One of  my temptations every Lenten season is to 

be so overwhelmed by my own sins and failings 

that I get stuck in a paralyzing guilt, a paralyzing 

guilt that leads to endless introspection instead of directing my eyes toward 

God. My guilt actually becomes an idol. 

 Lent is precisely the time to break down all of our idols and direct our 

attention to our loving Lord. The question that we need to be asking is this 

one: “Are we more like Judas, who was so overcome by his sin that he could 

not believe in God’s mercy any longer and hanged himself? Or are we like  

Peter, who returned to the Lord with repentance and bitterly cried for his 

sins?” 

 I hope that you will take advantage of this holy season and return to the 

Lord. He is waiting always, like the Father in the road, to receive you. 

 

Peace! 

Vince 

 

              
            Worship Service 

        Wednesday March 9  

@ 6:00p.m. 

 in the Dorothy Pace Chapel 

 

Sunday 

 Contemporary 

Worship 
 9am in Harvin Hall 

Children's Worship 3rd Floor 

Sunday School 10 am 

 

Traditional Worship  
 11am in Sanctuary 

Children's Worship 3rd Floor 

 

Wednesday   
Dinner @ 5pm 

Adult and Youth Education 

6pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Set clocks forward 1 hour 

March 13! 
 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient infor-

mation by hospitals? As a result, the pastors and church office may not know 

that a member of the church has been admitted to the hospital. If you are hos-

pitalized and would like to notify the pastors, it is important that you (or a fam-

ily member or friend) inform the church office as soon as possible, because we 

rely on you to let us know so that we can offer pastoral care and support! We 

would rather five people let us know rather than no one at all! Thank you for 

your help as we all join together to minister to the needs of our congregation! 

 

 

 Dr. Kolb & Rev. Takis 
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Matt & Andrea Hartley, 

Part-Time Directors of Youth 

Charlotte Mercer, Preschool Director 

Alice Mickles, Office Manager 
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2137 Hendricks Avenue 

Jacksonville, Florida  32207-3389 

Church Office:  (904) 396-0567 

Fax:  (904) 393-9027 

Visit: www.sjaxpc.org 

 

The Scroll is published monthly for 

church members and friends.  

Periodical postage paid at 

 Jacksonville, FL. 

 

 

If you have articles for the Newsletter, for 

your convenience, you can email articles to 

alice.mickles@sjaxpc.org.  or  fax  to  

904-393-9027. Please  include your   name 

when submitting an article. Articles may 

be edited for content and length. 

 

The deadline for the 

April’s Scroll is  

Sunday, March 20th. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday  
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, the 40 

days that precedes Holy Week and Easter. In the 
Christian Scriptures, the number 40 relates to the 
period spent in the ark by Noah, the period spent 

by Israel seeking the Promised Land after the 
Exodus, and the amount of time Jesus was in the 

wilderness after his baptism and prior to the begin-
ning of his ministry. For us, the season of Lent can 
be an invitation to 40 days of renewal - 40 days to 

prepare ourselves to take in the Good News of 
Easter through deeper disciplines of prayer and 
contemplation. Ashes are the traditional sign of 

sorrow and repentance and are also a sign of mor-
tality.    Receiving ashes followed by the Lord’s 

Supper reminds us that God’s love is  triumphant 
over sin and death, and that God remains in    

communion with us and that in Christ,                 
our mortality is overcome. 

 

Join us on March 9, at 6:00 in the sanctuary. 

 Join your church family for communion and 
the imposition of ashes as we begin the 
Lenten journey together.  Nursery provided.  
KFCC will meet on the 3

rd
 floor as usual.  

We-Tweens & Youth are urged to attend the                                       
Ash Wednesday Service with their families. 
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From the Desk of the Associate Pastor: 

Why Do We as Presbyterians Observe Lent? 

When I was a little girl, I was always fascinated when my Catholic friends would come to school with ashes 

on their forehead on Ash Wednesday or would give up something that was very special to them during the 

long 40-days of the Lenten season. I must admit that as a child, I considered Lent very inconvenient - my 

best friend, who was Catholic, once gave up playing with Barbie dolls during Lent, which seriously impacted 

our playtime! I believe I was even more glad than she was when Easter came that year and we could get back 

to playtime as normal! 

As an adult, I am very thankful that Lent has made its way back into the protestant tradition in many 

mainline denominations.  Lent is loaded with possibilities for deep spiritual formation and discipleship. Au-

thor Wes Vanderlugt sites three reasons why observing Lent is beneficial to our faith journeys: 

1. Lent structures our time according to redemptive rhythms. The way we structure our time says volumes 

about what we value.  As Eugene Peterson says: “Hours and days, weeks and months and years, are the very 

stuff of holiness.” Weekly Sabbath is one of the primary ways we can harness our time for holiness and 

structure our weeks according to redemptive rhythms. Another way is to observe carefully the church calen-

dar, experiencing the passing of time according to the celebration of Christ’s life and the festivals, feasts and 

fasts of the church. Lent gets us into this rhythm and helps us remember that all time is God’s time, with Je-

sus Christ at the center. 

2. Lent helps us develop responsive attentiveness to the Triune God. Prayer and contemplation play a central 

role in observing Lent. Whether individually or corporately, a sustained season of prayer and contemplation 

enables us to listen to the Spirit speaking through Scripture and others believers. Prayerfully attuned to God, 

we are in a position to be responsively attentive to God’s will for our life. Lent is a time, therefore, to de-

velop responsive attentiveness to the Triune God through prayer and for the purpose of following Jesus more 

faithfully.                                                             

 
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3.Lent connects our Christian practice with the life of the whole church. We often think of our spiritual 

formation in individual terms: my prayers, my Bible reading, my fasting. Something important happens, 

however, when we realize our connectedness to millions of other Christians engaged in the same prac-

tices. This testifies to unity of God’s people: we are one body with one Spirit and one hope because of our 

one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, and one God (Ephesians 4:4-6). So as we begin to restructure our 

time and develop responsive attentiveness to the Triune God, we are united to Christian around the world. 

During this season of Lent, which begins on March 9, Ash Wednesday, we are offering several ways for 

you to walk the Lenten journey with your fellow members of the SJPC family. Join us of course for the 

annual imposition of the ashes on Ash Wednesday, the annual Palm Sunday palm-branch waving and 

“Hosanna” singing, and the triumphant Easter Sunday celebration.  Yet, I invite you to also make the jour-

ney with us during Holy Week - from the observance of the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday to the dark-

ness of Good Friday. To walk with Jesus during those final days enhances the celebration of Easter Sun-

day in ways that are spiritually enriching. 

This year, I am pleased to let you know about two new Lenten opportunities to enhance your spiritual 

journey. During the Thursdays of Lent, we will be offering “Taize” in the Dorothy Pace chapel (see article 

elsewhere in the Scroll). If you have not yet tried this spiritual discipline, Lent is the perfect season to par-

ticipate. You may be surprised at the deep peace this practice affords. 

We will also be engaging in a Lenten study, “Knowing God’s Triune Story” by Michael Lindvall.          

Individually, we will read the short daily readings, and come together on Wednesday evenings during the 

Wholly Wednesday education hour to share our thoughts on the readings. You will be hearing more about 

this endeavor very soon. I urge you, even if you cannot come to the Wednesday evening  gatherings, to 

engage n the daily readings with your church family.  

Friends, it continues to be an honor to serve in Christ’s ministry with you. 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Susan 

Why Do We as Presbyterians Observe Lent? continued 
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Experiencing the Word Come to Life 
A Presentation of The Saint John's Bible 

 
The Saint John's Bible is the first handwritten, illuminated Bible commissioned by a  

Benedictine Abbey in over 500 years. Its hand written lettering and stunning artworks truly present 
the Word of God in an engaging and spiritual way. Discover the beauty and splendor of The Saint 

John's Bible at a captivating and lively presentation which shares the story behind this once in a mil-
lennium undertaking and showcases some of the many artworks in this world renowned project. 

 

Day of Immersion: March 26, 2011 
 

Riverside Presbyterian Church 
849 Park St. 

Jacksonville, FL 32204 

9:00 AM - 3:30 PM (lunch included) 
$20 early bird registration by March 4 

$25 standard/walk in registration after March 4 
 

 You may register online at www.staugpres.org or you may contact Nancy Brown at the presbytery 

office at 904-733-8277 x. 23 or email to nbrown@staugpres.org. Checks should be made payable to 
the Presbytery of St. Augustine and mailed to 1937 University Blvd. W, Jacksonville, FL 32217. 
 

Sponsors: 
 

Presbytery of St. Augustine 
 

Roman Catholic Diocese of St. Augustine 
 

Grace Episcopal Church 
 

Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church 
 

For more information on The Saint John's Bible in general, visit 
www.saintjohnsbible.org. 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=riverside+presbyterian+church+jacksonville&ie=UTF8&hq=riverside+presbyterian+church&hnear=Jacksonville,+Duval,+Florida&z=14&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=riverside+presbyterian+church+jacksonville&ie=UTF8&hq=riverside+presbyterian+church&hnear=Jacksonville,+Duval,+Florida&z=14&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=riverside+presbyterian+church+jacksonville&ie=UTF8&hq=riverside+presbyterian+church&hnear=Jacksonville,+Duval,+Florida&z=14&iwloc=A
mailto:nbrown@staugpres.org
http://www.staugpres.org/LinkClick.aspx?link=45658&tabid=48418
http://www.dosafl.com/
http://www.graceepiscopalop.org/
http://www.saintjohnsbible.org
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What is TAIZE? 
A Worship Service of Sung Prayer, Scripture, Silence,  

and Sharing of the Lord’s Supper 

Join us on Thursdays during the Lenten Season: 

 March 17, March 24, March 31, April 7, April 14  

7:30pm in the Dorothy Pace Chapel  
 

 
 

~ Taize prayer is a simple, contemplative way to worship God. This tradition comes from Taize, 
France, where Christians from all over the world gather with the brothers of the monastery to wit-
ness to the reconciliation of the world through dialogue and interaction. From this faith commu-
nity, the Taize tradition of worship emerges. 
 
~ Taize worship consists of the quiet, meditative singing of prayer. As one immerses in the sound 
of the repeated song, one becomes washed in the quietness and simplicity of the moment. The ser-
vice is interspersed with readings from the Scriptures, intercessory prayers, and communion of the 
people. Included in the middle of the service is an extended period of silence for individual reflec-
tion and prayer. The service comes from the community; the voices are heard among the worship-
pers, and the service is led from the pew, not from the pulpit.  
  
~ Singing is one of the most important forms of prayer. A few words sung over and over again rein-
force the meditative quality of the prayer. They express a basic reality of faith that can quickly be 
grasped by the intellect and that gradually penetrates the heart and the whole being. These simple 
chants also provide a way of praying when one is alone, during the day or at night, or even in the 
silence of one’s heart while one is working. In our hectic lives, what better way to worship God 
than to take a few moments to settle in silence and meditative singing, clearing our hearts and 
minds and opening ourselves to God?  
 

Hear what members of SJPC have said about our previous Taize services: 
 

“This is a very simple, peaceful, inspiring form of worship that allows a quiet experience with God. I 

hope you go.” 

 

“The Taize service this evening was very meaningful.” 

 

“Tonight’s Taize service was powerful.” 

 

“I thought it was one of the best worship experiences I’ve had recently.” 

Nothing is more conductive to a communion with the living God than a meditative common prayer with, as its 
high point, singing that never ends and continues in the silence of one’s heart when one is alone again. When the 
mystery of God becomes tangible through the simple beauty of symbols, when it is not smothered by too many 
words, then a common prayer, far from exuding monotony and boredom, awakens us to heaven’s joy on earth. ~   
Brother Roger of Taize 
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            “ A GIFT FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT” 

 

 

 

 

At their last board meeting, Presbyterian Women adopted a program called “ A Gift from One Generation to the Next.”  

 

It was pointed out that there are several needs for such a program: 

 

 

1. Most of the churches all across Europe are no longer used for services or Christian activities. Imagine our 

lives without a church to attend! 

2. When we pledge to a baby during the baptismal ceremony that we will “love, encourage and support you and  

share the good news of the Gospel with you and help you to know and follow Christ,’ we are pledging action 

that should follow each baby all the way to maturity. 

3. There  is a great competition today for our youth’s attention. While Matt and Andrea have an outstanding 

youth program, we feel that memorable Christian training, travel and educational opportunities will help to 

instill an outlook that will preserve our Christian heritage. 

4. We believe this program will help bring the elderly and youth to a closer communication. 

 

 Some of the types of programs and activities which we wish to select are: 

 

  An inspirational speaker who is exceptional in speaking to youth groups; 

  

  A course on Biblical greats, perhaps through a college; 

 

  Partially fund a trip to the Holy Land*; 

 

  A course on inspirational historic figures of Christian faith; and 

 

  Pay part of the cost* for youth members to work for one year at a mission. 

 

*The reason for having youth pay a part of the cost of trips is to impress on them the seriousness of these activities, as 

well as to allow more youths to participate. 

 

As you can see from this list, this is a program to stimulate the brains of developing youth. It is not a program for mor-

tar and paint, nor for games and entertainment. 

  

 The program for building a fund to give this gift to our children and grandchildren is that Members of       

Presbyterian Women can add a Codicil to their wills, making a contribution of $5,000 to the Youth Fund of  

Presbyterian Women. 

 

 Some people might not have children or grandchildren in our church, but wish to strengthen the future of our 

church through offering a powerful Christian education to the youth of this church. 

 

 In order to facilitate closeness between our youth and Presbyterian Women, we will create a plaque inscribed 

with the names and dates of gifts to this program. This plaque will be on display so the youth can appreciate the love 

and devotion we have for them. Additionally, Presbyterian Women will invite participants in courses, seminars and 

travel to a luncheon so the youth can sit at each table with P.W. members to interchange ideas. 

 

For a complete explanation of this program, you can pick up a copy at the office,  or call Jeane Chappell  

at 731-9971. 



8 

     L & A Corner 
In the following months you will find in the L & A Corner, a report from the leadership and admini-

stration committee along with a “GET TO KNOW……” spot light on one staff member of South Jack-

sonville Presbyterian Church.   The committee feels that it is not only important to know what the 

committee is doing along with what decisions are being made, but what and who our staff is.    In this 

edition of the L & A Corner, we are spotlighting Alice Mickles.   We hope you find out something new 

and exciting about her that maybe you never knew before and more importantly we hope that “you” the 

congregation will have a better understanding of what our staff does on a daily basis and how they are 

an instrumental foundation of our “Church”.    

 

Committee Report January 2011: 

 

      Participated in budget review and finalization throughout January 

      Congregational meeting on January 30, 2011 moved to approve the pastors terms of call that          

were  commended by the Leadership and Administration committee and accepted by the session at     

the January session meeting.   The motions were passed.  

 

Committee Report February 2011 

 

Completed Pastor Evaluation for Vincent Kolb on February 2, 2011 

Completed Associate Pastor’s evaluation for Susan Takis on February 8, 2011 

 

GET TO KNOW……… 

 

Alice Mickles, SJPC Office Manager has worked at SJPC for seven years.  She is our resident “third 

pastor”.   For those who do not know her in this capacity you have missed meeting one of our special 

servants of our Lord.   It does not matter what is going on in her life, work or home, she always has 

just the right words to say or just the right prayer to motivate and inspire.  Her whole being is sur-

rounded with love and the Lord.  She is such an inspiration for all of those around her.   

 

Alice is instrumental to SJPC as the Office Manager.  Some of her duties include maintaining the 

membership database which includes new members, transfers, baptisms, deaths and weddings. She 

prepares monthly and annual statistic reports for Session, Presbytery and the Office of  the General        

Assembly. Produce weekly worship bulletins, Power Point Presentations, special correspondence, and 

monthly newsletter. Supervises the support staff, troubleshoot computer problems and updates the 

computer software. Alice also serves as our in house Human Resources Representative. 

  

Sincerely,  

Leadership and Administration Committee 

 

 

 

 

 
     

                           Building and Grounds  

We are reviewing maintenance service agreements and working closely with Staff to keep the 

building and facilities in working order.  We are working closely with the Campus 

Master Planning effort to coordinate our committee with that work so it will be a 

smooth collaborative process. 

   

Thanks! 

David Dunkley Jr.   
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02 Bryan Coker 

03 Harper Lee 

04 Carol Smith 

04 Pauline Billington 

04 Ramona Kromberg 

05 Hannah Lou McGowan 

06 Verna Darby 

06 Jeff Burns 

08 John Anderson 

09 Bob Goforth 

09 Jordan Robbie 

10 Anthony Mortimer 

11 Griffin Ranney 

11 Katie Beall 

11 William Dodson 

12 Daniel Dawson 

13 Mig Hicklin 

13 Lauren Meek 

14 Rollin Isbell 

15 Skeetie Friedlin 

15 Sara Coker 

15 Sandra Wallace 

16 Matt Hartley 

17 Steve Soud 

17 Christie Cesery 

18 Stephen Coates 

19 Katie Allison 

20 Cindy Johnson 

21 Anne Phillips 

21 Bill Doby 

22 Daniel Hedrick 

22 Jeff King 

23 Carol Meek 

23 Shephard Smith 

23 Steve Vockell 

23 Allison Turknett 

24 Pam Patterson 

25 Anne Melton 

25 Janet Ranney 

26 Bill Sexton 

26 Ed Kromberg 

27 Louise Adams 

27 Eleanor Lyon 

27 Hank Breitmoser 

28 Mary Ellis 

28 Lee Smith 

28 John Ranney 

28 Joe Kolb-Lugo 

28 Vince Kolb-Lugo 

29 Bill Slater 

30 Kellie Prusiecki 

30 Marcia Doby 

30 Charles Hedrick 

31 Thomas Ranney Sr. 

 
We thank God for you! 
If your birthday is not correct or if it is not listed, 
please contact the church office so that we can update 

our  records. 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2011      

 Actual Budget Actual Budget  

Pledges $ 81,451 $ 67,000 $ 81,451 $67,000  

Other Income $ 9,856 $7,878 $9,856 $ 7,878  

Expenses $ 60,068 $ 65,288 $ 60,068 $ 65,288  

Surplus/(Deficit) $ 31,239 $ 9,590 $ 31,239 $ 9,590  

 

 

 

 

                         

The Prayer Chain consists of (12) 

church members who are willing to 

be called upon for specific prayers or 

for a emergency situation. As im-

plied, it is a chain. Confidentiality 

will be maintained if that is a con-

cern. The request may begin by call-

ing  Sue Davis  @ 636-0393 or Kathleen Herbertson @ 

287-2655. If you have questions about the prayer chain 

and how it works, please feel free to contact us. 

 

UCOM BASKET @ the Ask-Me-Desk: This month’s 

requests from UCOM: Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Cereal, 

Green Beans, Peanut Butter. 

Care and Prayer Update 
If you would like to have someone’s name added to the 

list or removed please feel free to contact 

 the church office  

by phone 396-0567 or email 

alice.mickles@sjaxpc.org or gayle.sheffield@sjaxpc.org 
 

   MONTHLY YTD 
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 Ten at 10 
Ten weeks at 10:00 Survey Results 

Last Summer, from July 4th through Sunday, September 5th (Labor Day Weekend) SJPC had only one 
worship service.  At the conclusion of Ten at 10 a survey was made available.  
 

The survey results were overwhelmingly positive about the time change and worshipping as one congregation.  

There was even an extremely positive response to the variety of services that we held and the desire to repeat the 
variety in the future.  However, when it came to specific services, the comments were quite varied. 
 

88% responded favorably to the service on July 4th.   Comments ranged from “liking the emphasis on 
the world, not just the nation;” “calling it a nice blend of traditional and secular for the 4th;” and 
“liking the creative use of music and liturgy;” to “wanting more 4th;” “expecting something differ-
ent, but got traditional 4th;” and “not liking the balcony being closed off.” 

Less of the responders liked the recreation of Dr. Harvin’s Sanctuary Dedication Service on July 11th – 
only 75%. One responder reminded us, however, that the ushers should have ushered us to our 
seats like they did back then. 

91% liked the traditional service on July 18th with lots of popular hymns.   The same percentage liked 
being able to vote on the hymns.  One responder particularly liked the luncheon afterwards so 
that the fellowship could continue.   

On July 25th we had our first truly different service.  Only 63% liked the service in the style of Taizé 
with periods of silence and meditative singing.  Several people, although liking Taizé, prefer a 
smaller, more intimate setting.  Others thought that the service reminded them of a Catholic 
mass and that their minds wandered too much.   

Our most negative response came from the service in the Emergent Style held in Harvin Hall around 
round tables.  Only 53% responded favorably. Some thought that it “seemed more like a social 
hour,” was “offensive and not reverent,” and that “communion should be special.”  Yet, the fa-
vorable comments surpassed the negative – even if the numbers didn’t. “Fantastic – loved the 
change.”  “Loved the creativity and exposure to something different.” “My favorite service.”  
“Loved it – loved the symbolism – loved every aspect.”  “Loved serving communion to each 
other.”  

On August 8th we were back in the sanctuary with a more traditional service with musical liturgy and 
popular hymns.  95% of the responders liked this service.  
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An expanded contemporary service was held in Harvin Hall on August 15th.  Only 73% liked this 
service.  Favorable comments included:  “Love the contemporary service.”  “Some of the best 
energy I have seen in the congregation.”  “Loved having more music than normal contempo-
rary service.” Some of the negative included:  “Prefer worshiping in the sanctuary and too 
much repeating on verses.” “Music all sounds the same and the repetitiveness of the lyrics is 
not to my taste.” 

Our most positive response and comments occurred about the August 22nd Pulpit and Choir ex-
change service with Woodlawn Presbyterian.  Our pastor, praise team, and choir went to 
Woodlawn, and theirs came here.  95% of the responders to the survey liked the service, and 
there were no negative comments:  “Terrific!” “Wow!” “Diversity at its best!” “Good to meet 
and know other Presbyterians.” “Wonderful music! Moving sermon.”    “My personal favorite 
of all services - Wish that windows could have been opened to share music with everyone 
outside.” “The covered dish was a nice touch.”  

77% liked the Contemporary service in Harvin Hall on August 29th. One commenter liked the 
“new songs - people specifically mentioned that they had heard some of them on the radio 
recently.” Others thought that it was “too loud” and “the songs need to be shorter.”     

The service on September 5th in the sanctuary was a truly blended service.  85% responded fa-
vorably and one comment was that it “would be nice to have (the) contemporary praise team 
sing more often in sanctuary. Any chance of this 9:00 service taking place there? (The) sound 
quality is much better.” 

 

All in all, the comments have been very helpful. Thanks to everyone who completed the survey.  Next month 

we will explore how the worship committee is utilizing the survey results to plan future worship services.  
 

Greg McMillan, Chairman of the Worship Committee  

 
 

The third in our series of articles about why we worship comes from Paul Hooker.  

 

Why Do We Worship? 
 
I’ve been asked to say a few words in response to the question “why do we worship?” I take 

the pronoun in that question seriously: my response will focus not on the personal reasons I come to 
church, but on the larger theological commitments that we share as the people of God and the Body 
of Christ that gather us regularly for this odd business we call “worship.”  

Let me start with our need as a people: we need the grace of God that sustains and under-
girds our lives, as necessary to us as breath. Both our faith and our experience teach us that we can-
not sustain life as God intended without that grace. Without God’s grace, we cannot live according to 
God’s vision expressed in the Ten Commandments or the law of Moses, or Jesus’ vision captured in 
the Beatitudes or the Love Commandment.  

But how do we come by that grace? The Reformed tradition - our faith tradition - teaches us 
that there are three “means of grace,” three ways that we grow in God’s intent for our lives. 
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The first is the proclamation of the Word. It would be easy to think of that as preaching alone, and 

therefore what the preacher does from the pulpit or in the chancel. And that would not be wrong; but it 
would also not be enough. The Word - and by that we mean not the Bible but Jesus Christ himself, as he is 
witnessed in the language of Scripture - is proclaimed whenever it is read and heard. Reading and hearing 
the Word includes the Psalms used in calls to worship, the language of hymns and anthems, and even the 
language of prayers... to say nothing of the reading of Scripture lessons and the preaching of sermons. 
Whatever announces to us and to the world at large the goodness and grace of Jesus Christ is the procla-
mation of God’s Word to us.  

The second means of grace is the sacraments. We gather as a community of faith around the font 
and table not just because these are familiar places where we’ve gathered before and where we feel some 
sense of comfort, but because these are the places where the Spirit of Christ meets us, and where we 
come into contact with the Risen Christ who is the Lord of the Church. In baptism, especially the baptism of 
an infant, we are powerfully reminded that the love and forgiveness of God are ours not because we have 
earned them, but because in Christ and by the power of the Spirit God comes to us long before we thought 
about coming to God. This puts us in solidarity with all those whose lives are still alienated from God, be-
cause it literally “by the grace of God” that any of us are here, in worship, gathered around the water and 
the Word. And in the Eucharist, we are reminded that that same loving and gracious God - who calls us into 
fellowship even without our being worthy of it - is so committed to fellowship with us as to submit to ser-
vanthood, even to death, as an expression of his love. Moreover, we are reminded that this same suffering 
and dying God is yet powerful to overcome death, and to offer us a share in his coming reign. To gather at 
the table is to share in a fellowship that is yet to come, to live in the present on the strength of a future 
that God is promising.  

The third means is the regular prayer of the community. By “prayer” we do not simply mean what 
we do before meals or bedtime - although that’s certainly part of it - but also and more importantly the lit-
urgy of the gathered community, focusing its desires, its will, and its attention on its common concerns and 
on those of the world. When Christians pray - especially in worship - we are never content to seek God’s 
blessing on us alone; we seek God’s mercy, blessing, and grace on the whole world God has created and 
for which Christ died. That is why our prayers are wide-ranging, and why they are corporate and not 
merely silent and personal; it is because we need each other to remind each other that God’s engagement 
with the world is larger than any of us can comprehend alone.  

The great thing about the means of grace is that they are at work whether we feel it or not. I don’t 
always “feel” uplifted or enlightened or “closer to God” in worship. But I know that the problem is my feel-
ings - broken and leaky vessels that they are for containing the Spirit - and not necessarily worship itself. I 
trust that God’s Spirit is at work, even when my own numbed senses do not register the Spirit’s presence.  

I don’t mean to suggest that there are not other ways in which God’s grace is mediated to us - the 
beauty of a Florida dawn, or the touch of a loved one’s hand - but that, week in, week out, we can count 
on the experience of worship to be the place where we meet God in Christ by the power of the Spirit. To 
miss that experience is to impoverish our souls and stunt our growth as the people of God and the disciples 
of Christ.  
 
See you in worship. 

 

Paul Hooker Executive Presbyter of St. Augustine Presbytery  

Why Do We Worship? continued 
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The Bible and Christian faith are primarily concerned with relationships. Therefore, the 
focus of the LOGOS ministry on Sunday night is nurturing persons into faith and 
discipleship through Christian relationships-with God, the congregation, their pastors, 
church leaders, parents, other adults, and peers. 
 “Nurture” is more than education. Nurtured is related to the total growth of the 
whole person throughout all the stages of development from birth to death. The LOGOS 
System of Ministry has identified 12 convictions of nurturing discipleship from which 
the design of the LOGOS system of Christian nurture has developed. THE LOGOS  
System of Ministry believes that a saving relationship with Jesus Christ is more impor-
tant than anything else in life, and that nurturing children into right relationship of faith 
with God through Christ is the most important thing the church ever does. The last nur-
turing  reality of the LOGOS System of Christian nurture is this: 

REALITY: “YOUTH” Youth ministry is a most critical area of the congregation’s life.  

♥ CONVICTION : “YOUTH, INTENTIONALLY”  

Reaching youth and nurturing them into vigorous discipleship must become a top  
priority in the life and program of the church.  
Teen years are a window of opportunity for the church. Younger teens are emerging from an 
inherited faith, seeking to find out who they are and what they believe apart from their families. 
Young teens need the sense of identity they experience as part of a group. They need to be 
free to explore their own personal questions and beliefs, and to develop ownership of their own 
spiritual journeys.  
 
Older teens have a need for significant relationships, but also need a sense of individual iden-
tity apart from the group. During high school, the ability to think in abstract terms emerges, al-
lowing teens to explore the intricacies of the Christian faith . . . to move beyond “do” and 
“don’t” . . . as they develop a faith that they own as their own.  

The vitality of the youth ministry is a barometer for the quality of the spiritual life and health of a 
congregation. The quality of the youth ministry has a direct and powerful influence upon minis-
try to children. The enthusiastic participation of youth in worship energizes and deepens the 
entire worship life of the church, and is a critical factor in the growth of the congregation. This 
means that if a church takes seriously its mandate to “…make disciples…,” an urgent focus on 
reaching and nurturing youth is the highest possible priority.  

WHAT IS  THE PASTOR  READING? 
Reflecting with Scripture on Community Organizing,  Jeff Krehbiel 

The God of Intimacy and Action: Reconnecting Ancient Spiritual Practices, Evangelism, 

and Justice, Tony Campolo & Mary Albert Darling 

Illuminated Life: Monastic Wisdom for Every Day Living, Joan Chittister 

 
Are you growing as a Christian? The way to grow in Christ is to ready and study! Find a great book 

in our church library or find one of these books and have a conversation with Pastor Vince about it! 
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March is a busy month here at South Jacksonville Presbyterian Preschool.  We are hosting 
our annual fundraising event, Pasta & Picasso, on March 24th beginning at 6pm. Church 
members are invited and welcomed to attend the event. We host dinner, a silent and live 
auction with displayed works of art from the students of our wonderful preschool. The 

monies raised this year are going towards the cost of accreditation for the preschool. Invitations and 
R.S.V.P. cards are available at the “Ask Me” desk for anyone interested in attending. Tickets are $25 
per person.  If you are unable to attend, any donations made are certainly appreciated.   

 

We are in need of items to place up for auction. If you have any items you would like to donate 
for auction, we would love to have them. If you are a business owner, an artist, or have a special skill or 
trade that you could put up for auction we welcome that as well. Many parents this year have been “re-
gifting” those items they received over the holidays and don’t have a use for.  All donations are tax de-
ductible and go towards helping us achieve our goal of accreditation through A.P.P.L.E. (Accredited 
Professional Preschool Learning Environment) 

 
In February, SJPP participated in the Muscular Dystrophy Association “Hop-a-Thon”. Our 
students collected pledges and came to school ready to hop for a good cause! Students in 
the Teddy Bears, Turtles and Bumblebees classes hopped a total of “3,517 “hops raising over 
$600 for the MDA. We shared a special snack of ice cream sandwiches in recognition of all           

         the hops our little ones made. Great job!!       
     

 

In February our Bumblebees saddled up and moseyed on over to the 
Diamond D Ranch for a fun February fieldtrip.  The children and their 
families had an awesome time on a hay ride through a cow pasture, pet-
ting and feeding ranch animals, riding ponies and learning about some 
amazing animals. What a great day at preschool!! 
 

January was the start of a new class here at SJPP: The Little Angels! This class is built around 
children age 1 and walking, giving mommies a morning out. If you are interested in learning more about 
our classes, please contact the office at 904-398-3727.  
 

Registration is in full swing for fall @ SJPP. If you are looking for a preschool home for your 
family, I’d like to invite you in for a tour to see what we have to offer at our wonderful little preschool. 
If you know someone who may be looking, please send them our way! We have openings in our 1 year, 2 
year and 4 year classes!!  Registration forms can be found at the Ask Me Desk.  If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to give me a call at the preschool office (904-398-3727) or send me a quick email 
(charlotte.mercer@sjaxpc.org) and I would be happy to get back in touch with you. 
 
Wishing you all a happy spring!  
Warmest blessings, 
Charlotte Mercer  

Preschool News 

mailto:charlotte.mercer@sjaxpc.org
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www.solaceforthechildren.org 

 

  
Sahar & the Coker family ɀ Summer 2010 

 

What is Solace for the Children? 
3ÏÌÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ɉȰ3ÏÌÁÃÅȱɊ ÉÓ Á υπρɉÃɊσ nondenomi-
national organization of volunteers committed to demon-
ÓÔÒÁÔÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÂÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÁÒÅ ÔÏ 
children in need.  Solace brings children from Afghanistan 
to the United States for treatment and respite care with 
American host families.  The medical and dental care is pro-
vided pro-bono through the local medical community.  Sol-
ÁÃÅȭÓ ÇÏÁÌ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÏ !ÆÇÈÁÎÉÓÔÁÎ 
healthier, and with an understanding of what it is to live in 
peace.  Solace was founded in 1997 in Lake Norman, NC 
and expanded in 2010, with branches in Jacksonville and 
Los Angeles. 
 

With about 50,000 citizens per physician in Afghani-
stan, most children have little or no opportunity to re-
ceive even basic healthcare.  There are no systems in 
place to support even the smallest need.  Solace cares 
specifically for these needs, with the objective of re-
storing health and hope for these children. 
 

Through Solace programs, friendships develop between 
Afghan children of differing ethnic backgrounds, host fami-
lies of differing denominations, Afghans and Americans, 
and local Christian and Muslim volunteers.  Solace believes 
that these relationships are the beginning of a foundation 
for lasting peace between Americans and Afghans, one per-
son at a time.   
 

Participant Profile: Fakhria 
Eleven-year-old Fakhria is from Kabul, one of six children 
of a loving but impoverished Muslim family.  Fakhria lived 
the first decade of her life with a serious heart defect which 
left her undersized and constantly exhausted.    
 
 
 
 

!Ô ÈÅÒ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔȟ 3ÏÌÁÃÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÈÅÒ ÔÏ *ÁÃËÓÏÎÖÉÌÌÅ 
for open-heart surgery in 2009, and again in 2010, for fol-
low-ÕÐ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎȢ  &ÁËÈÒÉÁȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÎÏ× 
functions normally and she lives in Afghanistan, as a testa-
ment to the generosity and love she experienced in Jack-
sonville. 
 

  
Fakhria     Hikmat  

 

Participant Profile: Hikmat 
In early 2010, the Solace program was discussed at a meet-
ing of tribal leaders in a remote area of Afghanistan. The 
following day, one tribal leader returned with Hikmat, a 
shy quiet girl, in need of surgery. Born with a cleft pallet, 
(ÉËÍÁÔȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÈÁÄ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÓÅÎÔ ÈÅÒ ÔÏ Á ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÉÎÇ 
country for help, but with no success.  However, through 
Solace, Hikmat was brought to Jacksonville in June 2010, 
and her extensive surgery began.  She returned home to 
Afghanistan after the 2010 program excited again about 
life.  Trust among Americans and Afghans in that remote 
area has been strengthened, opening new doors and stabi-
lizing relationships.  Hikmat will return to Jacksonville in 
summer 2011, to complete her treatment. 
 

(Ï× ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÃÁÎ ÈÅÌÐȣ 
The cost of bringing each Solace child to Jacksonville is ap-
proximately $3,000, which covers the expenses of obtain-
ing an ID, passport, Visa, round-trip airfare, and interpreter 
services.  This year, the Jacksonville branch hopes to bring 
16 Afghan children.  Monetary donations of any amount 
would be greatly appreciated.   
#ÈÅÃËÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÐÁÙÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ Ȱ3ÏÌÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȱ 
ÁÎÄ Ȱ3ÕÍÍÅÒ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍɀ*ÁØȱ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÏ 
line.  
Please send tax deductible contributions to: 
 Solace for the ChildrenɀJacksonville 

c/o Bryan & Sara Coker 
849 Point La Vista Road North 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 

Donations of school supplies and personal items are also 
needed, as each child will return to Afghanistan with hu-
manitarian aid packages to share with their community, 
family, or orphanage.  Finally, host families are needed to 
provide loving homes for the visiting children.  Hosting a 
child is a life-changing experience.  For more information 
regarding donations or serving as a host family, contact 
Sara Coker, the Jacksonville Summer 2011 Program Coordi-
nator, at (904) 399-8218 or sara.coker@att.net.   

http://www.solaceforthechildren.org
mailto:sara.coker@att.net
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_ASLpAp8m41A/TEB11aVB7hI/AAAAAAAAANk/PlRWKGjYRXM/s1600/Coker-SOC--1059+copy.jpg
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 Montgomery  

Presbyterian Center 

       Summer Camp Registration is open! 

 
Summer is a wonderful part of childhood, a time to play outdoors, to explore, to learn and make new friends. Mont-
gomery has 51 years of experience in making summer a magical time for your child. Few places provide such a 
unique, caring environment, rich with opportunities for children to discover themselves in a supportive, Christian 
community. Montgomery Presbyterian Camp, Conference & Retreat Center was established in 1957 on 167 wooded 
acres on three spring-fed lakes. Owned by the Presbytery of St. Augustine, Montgomery exists to provide unique 
programs in a setting which gives youth and adults the opportunity to experience the love of God through Jesus 
Christ in ways that deepen faith and increase the appreciation of, and service to each other. The camping ministry at 
Montgomery is an extension of the Christian education programs of the Presbytery of St. Augustine and of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
An atmosphere of caring and acceptance pervade the Montgomery camp experience. In the process of making new 
friends, sharing in Bible study and worship, swimming, canoeing, arts & crafts, singing, archery, hiking, laughing a 
lot and having loads of fun, campers are challenged to grow spiritually, physically, emotionally and socially. 

For more information & to register: 

Pick up a brochure at the AskMeDesk or in the narthex, or go online to 
 

http://www.montgomerycenter.org/Summer_Camp/ 
 

EbagZb`XeløqfaXT^øcXT^røbcXaø[bhfXf4 

March 12, 1-5pm: ?qi^kb^g\^ ma^ makbeel h_ ®=aZee^g`^ =Zfi¯ $`kZ]^l 1-9). The climbing wall and high 
ropes course will be open for all youth entering 7th grade and above! Come bring your friends for a 
fun day! 

April 2, 1-5pm: A^m Z _^^e _hk ®>bl\ho^kr =Zfi¯ $`kZ]^l --6) and the excitement in store for you. The 

archery range and climbing wall will be available. This is a good chance to see what camp is all about! 

May7, 9am-3pm: The entire camp will be open for all ages! Swimming, canoeing, and arts & crafts 
will be offered. Enjoy a taste of the delicious camp food. Lunch will be served. Bring the family and 
enjoy the day! 

http://www.montgomerycenter.org/Summer_Camp/
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              ICARE NEWS 

 

What is ICARE? ICARE stands for the ñInterfaith Coalition for Action, Reconciliation, 

and Empowerment.ò It is a coalition of 24 churches that works to fulfill the Biblical man-

date to ñdo justice.ò Together, the churches work to improve the quality of life in Jackson-

ville for all citizens by addressing neighborhood and city-wide justice issues. 

 

What is the Nehemiah Assembly? In Nehemiah chapter 5 we read how Nehemiah called 

together a great assembly to hold accountable the political and economic leaders of Israel. 

The Nehemiah Assembly is a once a year direct action that holds decision makers account-

able for what is just and fair in our community. This year’s Assembly is on Monday, April 

11, at Bethel Baptist Church, 215 Bethel Baptist Street, at 7PM.  

 

What community problems will the direct actions address at this year’s Assembly? This 

year’s Assembly will address the community-wide problems in education, crime, and 

homelessness.  

 

Did you know? 

  That there are only 800 beds available in Jacksonville shelters for the 3,500 men, 

 women, and children that are homeless in Jacksonville on any given night? 

  That 1 out of 3 youth in Duval Public Schools drops out and that only 23% of black 

 males graduate from high school? 

  That Duval County gave back to the state its financial allocation for drug court even 

 when drug court has proven to be an effective in reducing recidivism?  

 

Want to be a part of our churchôs Justice Ministry Network? Talk to Pastor Vince, Marcia 

Doby, Mitch Turknett, Sandra Wallace, Allan Clark, Mal or Lani Redington, or Beverly 

Campbell for details.  
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South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church                                               

2137 Hendricks Avenue  

Jacksonville, Florida  32207-3389 

 

 

 

(The Scroll is a periodical of South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church published monthly) 

9th  
Mediterranean Chicken       
Creamy Mashed Potatoes 
Steamed Asparagus 
Roll 
Mixed Lettuce Salad w/Feta Cheese 
and Olive Oil Dressing or Fresh 
Vegetables 

16th 

Three Cheese Chicken Penne Pasta   
Vegetables 
Bread 
Salad or Fresh Vegetables 
 
 
 

23rd  
Slow Cooked Pot Roast 
          w/Carrots and Potatoes 
Green Beans 
Rolls 
Tossed Salad or Fresh Vegetables 
 
  

WHOLLY WEDNESDAY 

DINNER MENU 

I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  Philippians 4:13 NIV 

Saturday, March 26, 2011 
1-Mile Walk       5:30 p.m. 

8K Run               6:00 p.m.  


