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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

As faithful followers of
Jesus Christ our mission is:
"To Proclaim His Gospel,
To Pray and study His
Word, To Share His love
with others.

May 2011
WWW.Sjaxpc.org

Contemporary Worship
9am in Harvin Hall
Children's Worship 3rd
Floor
Sunday School 10 am
Traditional Worship
11am in Sanctuary
Children's Worship 3rd Floor
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National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 5

I will say of the Lord, '"He
is my refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust."
Psalm 91:2

Ascension Day Service of
Wholeness & Healing.
Thursday, June 2, 7pm in the
Dorothy pace Chapel.
Communion will be served.
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Partners in i
Ministry

At the end of May, I will be completing my 10" year as one of
your pastors. I look back on these 10 years as one of the best seasons of my life; 1
also feel a sense of completion and accomplishment. We have made a number of
capital improvements, renovated the organ, and reconfigured our church staff. We
are engaged in a variety of new mission endeavors. The lives of great saints have
been celebrated. We are baptizing and nurturing precious young ones in the faith.
New leaders from all age groups continue to emerge.

We have worked our way through one strategic plan and are now midway
through our second strategic plan for the years 2010-2012. A significant part of
that plan is “implementing an operational model that promotes resource sustain-
ability.” More simply put, how can our beloved church campus become a more
functional space that supports our current needs and our future mission as a
“God-driven” church?

To address this pressing question, our Master Site Plan Task Group has
been working for over a year, guided by the above statement in the Strategic Plan.
A Reserve Study has also helped them see what the capital depreciation of our
facility will be in the future. An architect has been hired and is now in the process
of gathering groups for conversations about the unique blessings and challenges of
our site, and what are our future needs.

My hope is that we will develop a plan to make our facility more accessi-
ble for folks who have a hard time moving from one place to the other, grafting in
the remaining projects from the 2003 capital campaign. I hope the plan will de-
velop a more sensible traffic pattern, so that our preschool children and church
families can move in and out of our facility with greater safety. I hope our plan will
provide needed green space for fellowship and recreation. I hope the plan can make
us more open to San Marco Square and visible to the larger community. I want the
“main entrance” to our facility to be visually clear to any visitor. I want the plan to
help us see how to make best use of the facility without wasting energy.

This is a tall order, but we are a church blessed with a rich vision, talented
people, and a desire to please the Lord in all that we do. I feel like my ministry at
South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church is just beginning! Thanks for being a part
of my life, and letting me be a part of yours.

. g
Peace! ‘May e @)l

Vince @2@; WHAT
YOU DONE.”

vvvvvvvv




From the Associate Pastor’s Desk:

Recently I have been reading from a book of meditations by Dietrich
Bonhoeffer titled “The Mystery of Easter.” As we journey through
the 50 Great Days of Easter toward the celebration of Pentecost, I
offer one of Bonhoeffer’s meditations for your personal reflection.

The Expanse of Our Life

I am God’s claim on you, you are God’s claim on me — God himself
— and with this recognition our vision breaks through to the fullness
of divine life in this world. Now life within the human community
receives divine meaning. The community itself is a form of God’s
revelation. God is with us, as long as there is community. This is the
deepest meaning of our being bound to social life; that through it we
are bound all the closer to God. See, I will be with you always until
the end of time. Again, the last things are spoken about. “I am the
first and the last,” “Jesus Christ yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”
Jesus is the Lord of times, he is with his people always, even when it
is hard, and he will stay with us, this is our consolation. Should
affliction and fear overcome us, Jesus is with us and guides into
God'’s eternal kingdom. Jesus Christ is the expanse of our life,
Jesus Christ is the center of our community, Jesus Christ is with us
until the end of the world. For that, we thank Easter.

Christ is visen! He is risen, indeed!
sSusan

SOUTH JACKSONVILLE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STAFF MEMBERS

Dr. Vincent Kolb, Pastor

Rev. Susan Takis, Associate Pastor
Michael Dell, Director of Music

Matt & Andrea Hartley,

Part-Time Directors of Youth

Charlotte Mercer, Preschool Director
Alice Mickles, Office Manager

Gayle Sheffield, Administrative Assistant
Alice Rockliffe, Bookkeeper

Gary Oldenburg, Maintenance Tech
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Visit: www.sjaxpc.org

The Scroll is published monthly for
church members and friends.
Periodical postage paid at
Jacksonville, FL.

If you have articles for the Newsletter, for
your convenience, you can email articles to
alice.mickles@sjaxpc.org. or fax to
904-393-9027. Please include your name
when submitting an article. Articles may
be edited for content and length.

I The deadline for the
I | i @ er S June/July Scroll is

Friday, May 20th.




13 John Chew
15 Laurie Ballasso

01 Sandra Hedrick
01 Cathy Soud

08 Doris Burnett

08 Louise Cleveland 19 Lauren Holland

08 Mary Anna Eslick 19 Debbie Reed
09 Ray Adams 20 Rae Post
09 Michelle Isaac 20 Melinda Ranney

21 Julia Robbie
23 Susan Burns

10 Deanna Farah
10 Annie Garner

10 Sandy Kersey 23 Emily Campbell
10 Tom Sawyer 23 Jace Campbell
11 Richard Reid 23 Stephanie Lee
12 Debbie Coates 23 David Wise

12 Rosa Smith 25 Ellie Adams

13 Elvis Kersey 25 Sarah Adams

02 Eden Marks 15 Fran Ussery

03 Ruth McClure 17 William Rosenberg
06 Reed Thompson 17 Tom Tygart

07 Dave McDaniel 17 Tim McMillan

07 Dia Houser 18 Brett Isaac

18 Marrilee Highfield

26 Marcille Farah
28 Elissa Windsor
28 Rick Mullens
29 Megan Slay

30 Leslie Chew

30 Kelsey Griffing
30 Julie Middleton
31 Laylon Webb
31 Tom Edwards

We thank God for you!

If your birthday is not correct or if it is not
listed, please contact the church office so
that we can update our records.
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Did you forget your offering?
Tired of writing checks?

Check out Online Giving options at www.sjaxpc.org
It saves time! It saves work! It simplifies your life!
For additional information you may contact
Alice Mickles or Alice Rockliffe
in the Church office.

MONTHLY
MARCH YTD

Actual Budget Actual Budget
Pledges $41,737 $ 53,600 $192,514 $ 196,645
Other Income $ 6,420 $11,617 $28,410 $ 28,072
Expenses $ 82,157 $71,678 $ 204,533 $202,058
Surplus/(Deficit) ($ 34,000 ($6.461) $16,391 $ 22659
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Giving Requests

The Prayer Chain consists of (12) church members
who are willing to be called upon for specific prayers
or for a emergency situation. As implied, it is a chain.
Confidentiality will be maintained if that is a concern.
The request may begin by calling Sue Davis @
636-0393 or Kathleen Herbertson @ 287-2655. If you
have questions about the prayer chain and how it
works, please feel free to contact us.
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Dinner with Paul
Wfdnesd&zg, May 187

Last summer, the General Assembly proposed several changes to our
Book of Order. It now appears that most, if not all, of these proposed
changes will receive sufficient positive votes to be enacted on 10 July 2011.

Join us for an evening with our Executive Presbyter Paul K. Hooker to
learn about these changes and to ask questions about how the changes
could impact our congregation.

Dinwner - 5:30

(Please make reservations by Monday, May 16")

Followed at 6:15 by Paul’s Presentation, a ques-
tion and answer session, and Concluding with a
oriet time of Worship
The evening will conclude no later than #:30

Nursery and younger children’s activities will be provided.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT CHANGES TO ORDINATION STANDARDS
(BOOK OF ORDER, G-6.0106B)
11 APRIL 2011

PAUL HOOKER,
EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER AND STATED CLERK, PRESBYTERY OF ST. AUGUSTINE

qars

[For the specific language of both the current and proposed amended text of G-6.0106b, along with a more careful
analysis of the meaning and impact of the changes, please see “Pastoral Letter: Questions about Changes to
Ordination Standards,” available on the presbytery’s website, www.staugpres.org.]

‘WHAT IS BEING CHANGED?

The proposed language eliminates reference to sexual behavior as an explicit standard for ordination and/or
installation. The current language has been part of the Book of Order since 1997. Prior to 1997, the Book of Order
contained no explicit language addressing sexuality or sexual practice as part of the standards for ordination or
installation.

IF THE “FIDELITY AND CHASTITY” STANDARD IS REMOVED, WILL THERE BE ANY STANDARD FOR ORDINATION
AND/OR INSTALLATION?

Yes. The new language of G-6.0106b requires that the session or presbytery assess the candidate’s ability and intent
to live out the commitments every deacon, ruling elder, or teaching elder makes in answering the ordination
questions in W-4.4003. Those questions ask the candidate to affirm, among other things, faith in Jesus Christ and
obedience to him under the authority of Scripture and the guidance of our confessions. In making its assessment of
the candidate’s ability and intent, the session or presbytery is guided by its own collective understanding of
Scripture and the confessions.

Remember, however, that G-6.0106b is not the only place where the Book of Order identifies standards for
ordination. In the previous paragraph, G-6.0106a, there is perhaps even more important language about the qualifi-
cations of a candidate for ordination. Persons who are ordained are to be “persons of strong faith, dedicated
discipleship, and love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.” The same paragraph mandates that “Their manner of life
should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel in the church and in the world.”

CAN A SESSION OR PRESBYTERY ADOPT ITS OWN “FIDELITY AND CHASTITY” STANDARD?
No. Our polity insists that “no lower governing body can constitutionally define, diminish, augment, or modify
standards for ordination and installation of church officers.”

A session or presbytery may, if it chooses, adopt ethical guidelines of behavior for those deacons, ruling elders, or
teaching elders who, once ordained and installed, serve under its supervision. Those guidelines may include fidelity
and chastity, if the body deems it appropriate. However, such guidelines may not be used as additional qualifica-
tions for ordination, and they are not a substitute for a thorough individual examination of each candidate. Each
candidate must be assessed with respect to his or her ability to live out the commitments required for ordination.
Moreover, in adopting such guidelines, the session or presbytery may not bind the judgment of any future assembly
of that body. Any future assembly is within its rights to differ from, reinterpret, or set aside those guidelines as it
sees fit in the examination of individual candidates.

Continued on page 6
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT CHANGES TO ORDINATION STANDARDS
(BOOK OF ORDER, G-6.0106B)

DOES THE CHANGE MEAN THAT SESSIONS OR THE PRESBYTERY WILL BE FORCED TO ORDAIN A PERSON WHO IS
SEXUALLY ACTIVE OUTSIDE OF A HETEROSEXUAL MARRIAGE?

No. Ordination is not a right of membership. It is rather a spiritual calling discerned by the individual but always
subject to the approval of a community of God’s people and the concurring judgment of the session or presbytery.
No session or presbytery can be “forced” to ordain a person it has not chosen and found qualified for the ministry
for which he or she is a candidate.

WILL WE BE REQUIRED TO RECOGNIZE THE ORDINATION OF A PERSON ORDAINED ELSEWHERE? ARE WE RE-
QUIRED TO ACCEPT HIM OR HER AS A DEACON, RULING ELDER OR TEACHING ELDER IN OUR CONGREGATION
OR PRESBYTERY?

Ordination by any session or presbytery anywhere in the church is an act of the whole church (see Book of Order, G
-9.0103). A person ordained as a deacon, ruling elder, or teaching elder by any session or presbytery in the church
is recognized by the whole church as a deacon, ruling elder, or teaching elder.

That said, no congregation or presbytery is required to elect a person to serve as deacon, ruling elder, or teaching
elder simply because that person has been so ordained at another time or by another session or presbytery. The right
of election as a deacon, ruling elder, or teaching elder is always with the body within which that ministry will be
exercised (see Book of Order, G-1.0306). We can’t say to someone previously ordained, “you are not a deacon, rul-
ing elder, or teaching elder,” but we can say “you are not elected by this session or presbytery to serve in our midst
as a deacon, ruling elder, or teaching elder.”

DOES THE NEW LANGUAGE OF G-6.0106B CREATE A DOUBLE STANDARD AMONG OUR CHURCHES AND
PRESBYTERIES?

No. The standards for ordination and installation are the same throughout the church. Itis now and will continue to be
the case that people of good faith will differ in their interpretation and application to individual candidates. What the
new language does is to emphasize the importance of a sound constitutional examination process that is guided by
Scripture and the confessions. It does not, and cannot, guarantee that we will all agree on the outcomes.

DOES THE NEW LANGUAGE INCREASE THE IMPORTANCE OF A SESSION OR PRESBYTERY EXAMINATION OF
CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION?

Throughout our history as a church, the consistent burden has rested on the shoulders of sessions and presbyteries to
ensure that those who are ordained to service in the church are qualified, capable, and ready for the ministry they under-
take.

The new language of G-6.0106b draws attention directly to this responsibility. It reminds sessions and presbyteties of
their responsibility to ascertain the “calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability” of each candidate. It mandates that each
candidate shall be pointedly examined on his or her ability and readiness to live out the commitments made in answet-
ing the ordination questions.

WHAT SORT OF QUESTIONS SHOULD A SESSION OR PRESBYTERY ASK OF CANDIDATES WHEN EXAMINING THEM
FOR ORDINATION AND/OR INSTALLATION?

Sessions and presbyteries have quite broad latitude in designing questions for examination. A few suggested questions
are listed on p. 5 of the “Pastoral Letter: Questions about Changes to Ordination Standards,” available on the presby-
tery’s website, www.staugpres.org).
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Join us for Youth Sunday, May 15, 9 and 11 am

Have you ever...
Spent the night in a cardboard box?
Used the public bus to get somewhere in Jacksonville?
Gone 30 hours without a single bite to eat?
Travelled to a far off city to build a home for someone in need?
Played basketball with an inner-city kid after doing a bit of homework together?

Odds are if you are part of the SJPC Youth group you have done most, if not all, of these things and much more in the
last year. Please join us for Youth Sunday, May 15, at either the 9 o’clock or 11 o’clock service as we share our experi-
ences from the past year and the way God is moving in our midst.

This Easter we confirmed five new members into the church; Jameson Dunkley, Reid Ellis, Cole Houser, Matthew
Lopez, and Jakob Middleton. Cole was also baptized. Special thanks to James Garner, John Anderson, Jeff King, John
Wightman, and Joe Bernard for serving as their mentors. You might be interested to know that our confirmation process
is not an easy one. Each confirmand and mentor are asked to meet regularly to examine their faith carefully, perform
community service, attend church, attend another style of worship, participate in a retreat and more. For us it is exciting
that after months of study and service these young men stood before their church family to confess that yes, Jesus Christ
is Lord!

Before their presentation on Easter morning, the confirmands presented the following faith statements to the Session and
were accepted into membership. We hope you are encouraged by their declarations of faith.

Jameson: I believe that God made the world, heaven and all of us. God watches us, protects us, and nurtures us. When
we lose contact with God, we lose contact with life and we get pulled in by the evil but God can still save us. He is the
light in the dark and the love in a world of hate. With Him anything is possible and anything will happen through God.
With baptism, we are accepted into the church for the first time and forgiven of all sins. I believe that if you believe in
God and follow him throughout your life you will go to heaven and you will be forgiven of your sins.

Reid: I was asked to write about my faith, and what I believe in. People go to church and worship God and the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. They say that their faith is in Christianity and that when someone asks “Do you really worship the
Lord?” I can say yes. I try my best to be the person that I want to be. I help my family when they ask me to. I help my
mother, and listen to my parents. But some say that there is no God and that they don't believe. I know there is a God.
For many reasons, one of them stands out. It was my first trip with the youth to Massanetta. On the way there, I had the
feeling of being alone, isolated, and abandoned because I had never been on a trip like this one, and not as long without
my family and close friends. This feeling continued for the next two days. Then one night at Massanetta, they had a can-
dle light ceremony where they washed our hands. Then for no reason I began to cry. I closed my eyes and a thought
came into my mind. The thought was that all of my family had passed and I was suddenly orphaned. God had given me a
small feeling of what it's like to have no one to turn to. My relationship with God means I'm never alone. I believe in
many things:

Continued on page 8



Reid:: continued

I believe that God created the heavens and the Earth.

I believe that God is the creator of all of the seen and unseen.

I believe that God is loving and forgiving

I believe in God, Jesus Christ, The Holy Spirit, and The Trinity One.

I believe that Jesus died on the cross for us, and washed us of all our sins.

I believe that “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, so that everyone who believes in him may not per-
ish, but may have eternal life.” John 3:16

Cole: I believe in God. He created me, my family and everything in the universe. I believe in Jesus who was a human
and died on the cross for us. I believe in Heaven and Hell. I believe that we should go to church, worship, and help oth-
ers in the name of God. God will forgive us for our sins. I believe God is everywhere and that he is all around us, always
watching us.

Matthew: God - God is the almighty power n our lives. He is the creator and maker of heaven and earth. If we have
faith in Him, we can become great people. We just have to follow His word. Jesus Christ - Jesus Christ is our Sav-

ior. He gave His life to us and sacrificed His life for those to come. He is as perfect as any human being can be. He is
God’s son. The Holy Spirit - I think the Holy Spirit dwells within me and is great a comfort. This is our everlasting
love. The Church - I believe the Church is a group of similar people with goals to improve the world in god’s hand
(way). What I believe - I believe that we people should be aware of the great things that can happen when you believe in
God’s will. The Bible -"ultimate wisdom” The word of God and the book that can direct us out of our troubles. I be-
lieve the bible has like a magic touch that can help you throughout your life if you listen to what its saying and the les-
sons it’s giving.

Jakob: I believe in God the father. I believe that he is the maker of heaven and earth. I believe that he is loving and
forgiving. I believe in Jesus the son of God. I believe that Jesus was sacrificed for the people. I believe that I am a child
of God, and through the Holy Spirit, he will help and guide me through my faith. I believe that all followers of Jesus
Christ will one day go to heaven and be there for all of eternity.
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During the month of May, our preschool classes take ti me
cial time children enjoy a morning of preschool with their moms while sharing a craft and a nice treat prepared by our teachers.
Happy Mot her's Day!

; Everyone is invited to attend our end of the year program and preschool graduation scheduled for Thursday, May

26", We wi || be presenting a wonderful program, “Animal Tal
working so hard on.

Our pre-kindergarten Bumblebee class will graduate, sharing their last preschool moments with our families. This is a warm and

enjoyable time for all. Our program will begin promptly at 9:15 am, Thursday May 26, 2011; refreshments to follow. Congratu-

lations to our graduating Bumblebees!!

Parents: We are still enrolling for our summer programs. Please share our dates with friends and families who have
little ones. Summer Camp is a great time for everyone! Just a reminder: we are offering six sessions this year. Camp is available
to children ages 1 through children who have completed kindergarten. Each session is $75. You do not have to be a SJPP stu-
dent to attend. The dates are as follows:

Session One Beach Week June 14, 15, 16
Session Two , AG60 cCci #AIl PETJme 71228 23
Session Threg All American/Patriotic Week July 5, 6,7

Session Four Exploring the Arts Week July 12, 13, 14
Session Fivez Sports Week July 19, 20, 21
Session Six Earth Week July 26, 27, 28

You may sign up for one session or as many as you like. There is no registration fee. However, you must pay for sessions at the
time you register to secure your spot. Children must bring a sack lunch along with a drink; the preschool will provide a morning

snack and beverage. Also, please have your child wear com
school. We do spend time outside.
Camp Registration forms are available at the “Ask Me” des

3727 or via email at charlotte.mercer@sjaxpc.org.

LSRR

|
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- Preschool Sunday was May 1*'. Thank you to all the families that came in support of our preschool children and also the
children of SJIPC. The songs our students sang were learned in chapel with Pastor Susan. They did a great job through the year
learning and practicing the songs. The playground dedication was a wonderful coming together for church and preschool fami-
lies in celebration of children.

Spread the word!!! We still have a few spots in our Mothe
family with a new little one, please tell them about us!! We are always looking for new families to join our little preschool. We

are truly blessed with South Jacksonville Presbyterian Preschool. | love to schedule tours and meet with new families to share

the news about our programs.

Warmest Blessings,
Charlotte


mailto:charlotte.mercer@sjaxpc.org
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Get Ready for Galactic Blast Vacation Bible School 2011

This summer, we will voyage into outer space praising God. We will go on “daily missions” and see
space like never before, all the while developing a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

Kids entering Psindergarten and risin{j §raders
put on your moon boots and join us
June 28 July 1 from 9:00 to 12:00.

We are always looking for volunteers so please email Ashley Johnson ashley ufl@yahoo.com or
Cathy McClure scsmcclure@comecast.net if you’re interesting in helping out. Registration forms are

available at the Ask-Me-Desk, please submit your forms by June 10", forms will not be accepted after
this date.

{In-Hom or Ky San Marco Loel o0y

Special Events "
Weddings * Receptions
Accompanying
Individuals & Groups

Amranging ! Composing
E!usi-:: & Text

904-434-4625
PianoMan33@acl.com FOOD for UCOM

TUNES IN This month’s requests are:

Cereal, Jello , pasta & pasta sauce. Also
always needed are paper bags! Please leave
your items @ the Ask-Me-Desk.
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The fifih our series of articles comes from Tim Simpsc

In the Protestant Reformation, our ancestors in the Reformed tradition went a bit overboard.

Since earliest Christianity, the church had centered their worship around the table, commemorating the meal
Jesus shared with his disciples just before his death. We know from ancient texts that at the time of the offering in the
worship service, which has only in comparatively recent times had anything to do with collecting money, the family or
families who were tasked with bringing forward the fApotl uc
placed them on the table. There was bread and wine, but there was also olives and cheese and milk and honey and
probably i if they were like modern church suppers i even some potato salad. The one presiding would then pray the
ancient prayer, the Great Thanksgiving, whi ch would have
tion, thanks for the food, a call for God to send the Spirit to bind the community together through the sharing to follow,
and the saying of the words Jesus used at that first meal.

Over time, this feast got shortened i maybe people got tired of the whole church supper thing and wanted to
get home and take a nap! We donot have all of the detail
elements of bread and wine nonetheless remained an essential aspect of Christian worship everywhere until the six-
teenth century.

And this is where our ancestors overreacted. There was, by this time, far less emphasis on the proclamation of
the Word in worship. People were afraid of the communion elements, because after they were blessed, in Catholic the-
ology they were understood to become the actual flesh and blood of Jesus. And the laity had no idea of what was going
on in the service, since it was conducted in Latin. So our Reformed ancestors had plenty to be distressed about, and
basically chucked the whole thing. Thus, i nst edavergdingle el el
one! i the Reformed started taking it infrequently, in most places only quarterly, but in some places even less than that.
In my first church out of seminary, the old -timers could still recall how that back in the day, prior to taking quarterly
communion, the minister would visit each family in the congregation and conduct a spiritual examination of their worthi-
ness to partake. (Think of the mileage on the pastords cas
the appointed Sunday they could exchange f offfat chucch?infun Stuffh . H

Fortunately, things have changed a great deal in Christianity in the last fifty years or so. Amazingly, Roman
Catholics, leading up to and after the Second Vatican Council picked up their Bibles. This helped Protestants like us
move in the direction of recovering the historic liturgical practices that we had laid aside 500 years ago. Today most
Presbyterian churches celebrate the Lordbds Supper once a
fact which has enriched our spirituality immensely and which has also enhanced ecumenical relations with the branches
of the church for whom the Eucharist was always essential.

But we stil/l have a | ong way to go. We bol dly assert
can be experienced there. But it 6s I the practiceomay he 200@ yearslokla r n
but itds stildl Ainewd to us because itds not how we were r
But if youbre |Iike me, you have come to see the blessing
into I'ine with our belief that God really meets wus at the

Tim Simpson
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On April 11, 1,750 people from 25 churches gathered at Bethel Baptist Institutional
Church to “do justice” at the Nehemiah Assembly. Public officials at the event agreed to L.CARE
the following proposals.

Crime:

Through an empowered representative, State Attorney Angela Corey agreed to implement a restorative justice
program in Jacksonville’s high-crime neighborhoods. A similar program implemented in 6 high crime
neighborhoods in Orlando, FL has dealt with an average of 300 first time youth offenders over the last 10
years. Through these Neighborhood Accountability Boards, 85% of first time offenders complete their initial
contract of restitution; only 9% ever commit another crime. The cost for this program is approximately $300
dollars per youth offender (as opposed to $22,000 to incarcerate a prisoner for a year). The Jacksonville Sher-
iff’s Department and the Public Defender’s Office also expressed their support for the initiative. Restorative
Justice programming saves taxpayers money! According to the FL Department of Juvenile Justice, a mere 1%
reduction in juvenile crime saves approximately $15.6 million!

Homelessness:

ICARE pressed for both mayoral candidates to promise to establish a comprehensive homeless resource cen-
ter/drop-in day center where individuals can escape the elements, take a shower, receive mail/phone calls,
safely store belongings, wash clothing, and connect with job services, substance abuse treatment, and mental
health counseling.

While only 1 mayoral candidate attended the Assembly and promised to make the resource center a priority of
his administration, ICARE will meet with whomever is elected to demand that this center becomes a reality.

Drop Outs:
School Superintendent Ed Pratt Dannals agreed to implement corrective reading in a greater number of

schools to address the problem of 30,000 students reading below grade level in Duval County Public Schools.
He also agreed to study successful programs in other large urban school districts that have proven to drastically
reduce truancy.

Only 23% of black male graduate from high school in 4 years in Duval County Public Schools. Economists
estimate that a 10% increase in graduation rates would reduce the number of aggravated assaults and the num-
ber of murders by 20% (United Way).

The Nehemiah Assembly is a once a year direct action that holds decision makers accountable
for what is fair and just in our community.

Thanks to all at South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church who attended! Our goal was to turn out
150 people for the Nehemiah Assembly. We had 184 people in attendance!
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i&@' % L & A Corner

The L & A Committee met on April 4, 2011. Laurie Ballasso, Susan Burns, Benford Samuels and Pastor Vin-
cent Kolb were in attendance. Due to meeting 1 week early, the budget was not available for review during
the meeting.

1 A review was performed via e-mail on April 5, 2011. No concerns were noted.

The committee discussed adding a layer to the staff evaluation process to include a survey. The committee
will begin developing this survey.

The committee continues to evaluate the leadership and administration arm of the church.

In this edition of the L & A Corner, we are spotlighting Gayle Sheffield. We hope you find out something new
and exciting about her that maybe you never knew before and more importantly we hope that “you” the con-
gregation will have a better understanding of what our staff does on a daily basis and how they are an instru-
mental foundation of our “Church”.

LET’S GET TO KNOW.........

Gayle Sheffield has worked at SJPC for seven years as SJPC Office Assistant otherwise known as “Jack of all
trades”. She previously worked as a Pre-School Office Assistant for 13 years and brought that knowledge to
SJPC.

Gayle is instrumental to SJPC as the administrative assistant. Some of her duties include answering the tele-
phone as you may have thought, but that is just the tip of the iceberg. The following are just a few other duties
she is responsible for:
1 Greeting and escorting visitors as they come into our church
Processing communication cards such as prayer requests, reservations to events, visit requests, etc.
Assists in the compiling of the bulletins and the collation of them
Processes the mail
Makes deposits
Distributes flyers as needed
Makes reservations itineraries as needed
Sends out memorial letters
Maintains the New Member Board
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As you can see Gayle keeps busy! Gayle performs her duties with a caring heart. It has been said “People
don’t want to know how much you know, until they know how much you care”. This describes Gayle. She
does “care” and demonstrates this through her knowledge, attention to detail, and her caring personality.
When staff members are asked “What is one contribution that Gayle brings to the church?” the answer was her
“attention to detail”.

Gayle’s hobbies include gardening and sports (she is a recovering soccer MOM).
Thank you Gayle for your dedication to our church and all you do!
Sincerely,

Leadership and Administration Committee
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CAMP MONTGOMERY
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Saturday, May 7, 9&@&mpm

The entire camp will be open ) RIF&SaEnhmiIng,
canoeing, arts & crafts and all sorts of other activ
offered for your enjoyment.

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED!
Bring the whole family

and explore all that Montgomery offers.
For more information and dwestiongntgomerycente

=
. *
——

Keep me safe my God,
for in you I take refuge. Psalm 16:1 NIV
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The Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women will be a Brunch on Saturday, May 14, 2011 at 10:30
A.M. in Harvin Hall. All women (and men) of South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church are invited to attend.
We are fortunate to have our favorite caterer, Designed Events, to prepare the menu for us and the menu looks
sumptuous!

Our inspirational speaker for this event will be Mary Spuhler, Executive Director of DESC
(Downtown Ecumenical Services Council). DESC was founded in 1981 by churches in urban Jacksonville to
provide emergency assistance to people in need. SJPC has been a strong supporter of
DESC.

You might be interested to know that in 2010 more than 9,000 people in need
received groceries from DESC; the clothing center distributed nearly 73,000 items of
new or gently used clothing to those in need, and nearly 170 families were helped
with emergency financial assistance from DESC.

Please join us for a delightful morning and a wonderful Brunch. Tickets will
be on sale in your circles in May, in the Courtyard on May 1* and May 8", and in the
church office. Reservations (tickets) for the Brunch are a MUST, and the deadline is
Monday, May 9, 2011. Cost of the Brunch is $12.00. We look forward to seeing
you there.
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Was founded by Henri Landwirth, Florida philanthropist and Holocaust survivor.
Knowing what it was like to suffer the indignity of being without clothes, Henri cre-
ated Dignity U Wear to be a force for positive change in the lives of children and

DIGN‘I@WE AR adults in need. Dignity U Wear connects retailers and manufacturers that have ex-
cess supplies of new clothes with agencies across the country that serve people who
need clothes. Although the organization is located in Jacksonville, the new clothes

are shipped to organizations serving Jacksonville and beyond. 25% of the new clothes are distributed to or-

ganizations in NE Florida, including three of our mission partners, The Sulzbacher Center, DESC and The
Sanctuary on 8" Street.

Unfortunately new underwear is in “short” supply (hah!) and yet everybody needs underwear! That’s why for
the 6™ year Dignity U Wear will partner with churches and corporations to collect new underwear for all ages.
Mark your calendar for Undie Sunday, May 15 and bring your brand new underwear, socks and bras to
church. Or if you prefer, you can participate on line at www.undiesundayundiemonday.org. For each dollar
contributed, SJPC will get credit for 1 pair of underwear. The online campaign is convenient for everyone
who isn’t able to visit a store.

This year Dignity U Wear is having a Collection Party at the Jacksonville Landing. On Sunday afternoon
from 1-4 pm, there will be music, food, activities for kids and more. And then on Monday, there will be a
Counting Party for volunteers at DUW’s warehouse on Myrtle. For more information on both of these events,
visit the Undie Sunday, Undie Monday website at www.undiesundayundiemonday.org.
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WHAT IS THE PASTOR READING?

Love Wins:
A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived, Rob Bell

Created Equal:
How the Bible Broke with Ancient Political Thought, Joshua Berman

Are you growing as a Christian? The way to grow in Christ is to ready and study!

Find great book in our church library or find one of these books and have a conversation
with Pastor Vince about it!
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FAITH FUEL

A douful‘toon by Mike Waters

€ 2006 Michael 1. Waters
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Memorial Day
S s Remember Those Who
i : Gave Their Lives
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and
the message is heard through the word of Christ. May 30

Romans 10:17 niv
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